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photographers in respect of their contribution.

SkySailor Editorial Contributions
The contact points for HGFA members sub mitting to SkySailor are the 
HGFA Editor/Graphic Designer and the HGFA Office. These contacts 
should be used accord ing to the directions below.

Editor/Graphic Designer HGFA Office & Sales
Suzy Gneist  Ph: 03 9336 7155  
Ph: 07 5445 7796 Fax: 03 9336 7177 
<skysailor@hgfa.asn.au>  <office@hgfa.asn.au> 
Post to: 57 Alice Dixon Drive,  [www.hgfa.asn.au] 
Flaxton QLD 4560 4c/60 Keilor Park Drive,  
  Keilor East VIC 3033
Articles 
HGFA members should submit articles to the HGFA Editor. Article text 
is preferred by email to <skysailor@hgfa.asn.au> either as a Word 
document or plain text file, photos can be uploaded via DropBox or 
similar or sent via post to 57 Alice Dixon Drive, Flaxton QLD 4560, 
either as print copies or high resolution JPGs or TIFs on CD/DVD. 
Photos must be accompanied by full captions and photo grapher 
names on a separate text file (.txt) on the CD/DVD. 

Display Advertising 
Commercial operators wishing to place a display advert should email 
the Editor/Graphic Designer to receive a booking form and detailed 
artwork specifications. 

News, Letters to the Editor, New Products, Calendar Entries 
HGFA members should send the above editorial items to the Editor,  
as text in the body of an email to <skysailor@hgfa.asn.au>. 

Classifieds, Club Executive & Member Updates 
HGFA members should submit classifieds (secondhand gear for sale)  
and changes of address details (whether for Club Executives or 
individual members) to the HGFA Office <office@hgfa.asn.au>. See 
the Classifieds section at end of this magazine for more details. 

HGFA Website Contributions
Please email Club News to <clubnews@hgfa.asn.au> and Comp 
News to <compnews@hgfa.asn.au>. The information is for ward ed to 
SkySailor and the maintainers of the HGFA website. SkySailor Magazine <skysailor@hgfa.asn.au> 

Airwaves Newsletter <airwaves@hgfa.asn.au>

Index

Next Submissions Deadline:
1 Dec 2015 for Jan/Feb 2016 SkySailor

Photos and materials will be returned 
after publication only if a stamped, self-
addressed envelope is supplied. Otherwise 
photographs, whether published or not, 
will be filed and may subsequently be 
used in further publications. 

 Pico Mibrulong Fly-in 2015

Photo: Hannah Asplin

Dinosaur, USA 2

One Way Ticket To The Top Of Europe 6

AirVenture Oshkosh 2015 10

My Local: Fly Stanwell 13

Bad Karma – My Dalby Misadventurers 14

Pico National Fly-in 2015 – Milbrulong 18

“Transport, leather jacket and jiggi-jig…” 22

The Alice Springs Experiment 26

PICO Club Column #6:  

Who’s Piloting This Wing? 30

Maryborough Airpark Fly-in 32

WM/Rotax Maintenance Course – Gympie 33

Hike & Fly – Romania 34

News 38

Events Calendar 40

Accident & Incident Reports 42

Human Factors 42

Skyout Cartoon 43

Contacts 44

Schools & Maintenance Classifieds 46

Equipment Classifieds 48



2 SKYSAILOR November | December 2015 November | December 2015  SKYSAILOR 3

My memories of 1990 were flying at 18,000ft, 
feeling hypoxic, Al Whitesell coming down 
under reserve parachute holding only a king-

post, and huge gust fronts. Daily.
Personally, it was not a happy time and I came home 

with my tail firmly between my legs, and as it turned 
out, my last hang gliding comp for some 24 years.

Having come full circle with my hang gliding life, I 
find myself once again trying to act like a 25-year old.  
I have been told by many, “if you don’t use it, you lose it.”

In 2015, I entered the competition again, but this 
time with only half a dozen other Australian pilots. 
My amigos were Stanwell pilots, Josh Woods and  
Rob de Groot, the two Jonnys, senior and junior  

Durand, and last but not least, NSW Central Coast 
rooster, Glen Macfarlane.

The preparation between Rob, Josh and myself was 
nothing like I’ve experienced before. I guess my stories 
of 1990 and a now older, more conservative flying style, 
lead me to believe more is better. This time an oxygen 
system was purchased along with warm flying gear.  
It took two carloads to get the airport!

We arrived in Los Angeles 10 days prior to the comp 
and stormed Moyes USA with our gear. Poor Kraig. I think 
after a few hours of our company he was happy to see 
us go – and we did, after a quick Crestline flight. Next 
stop was the Owens and a chance to hang out with Kari 
Castle. I love the Owens, it’s the best. One more stop at 
the ‘point of destruction’, a nickname for Salt Lake City’s, 
‘Point of the Mountain’.

At first our plan was to camp, but a week before 
leaving, Terry Reynolds (comp organiser) informed us 
that a house was on offer. This turned out to be the 
best move ever as the only restaurant/bar in Dinosaur 
was just across the road. Oh, yeah! Including a pool table 
– but don’t get into a round against the Durands. Man, 
they are deadly!

We were the first to arrive and last to leave.
As you may have read in social media posts, the 

weather did not play ball. The week prior and post 

the competition week were close to epic. The call of,  
‘You should have been here yesterday,’ was never truer.

The practice day was the best and after a couple of 
hours we all had trouble getting down. Climbs between 
15,000 and 16,500ft were on offer and taken by many.  

Although we flew six times, only three valid tasks 
in the comp were possible. A bloody big hurricane in the 
Pacific made for a collective headache. Records show 

that never before had four hurricanes been recorded  
in the Northern Pacific at one time. 

Moisture and strong winds are not such a great 
combo for this high altitude location, but the tasks we 
flew were designed quite well to avoid any close call 
with Mr Cu Nimbus.  

The shortest task was 95km and 123km the longest. 
In a perfect world longer tasks would be possible, 

Dinosaur, USA

In 1990, I was part of a dozen Australian hang glider pilots 

that entered the inaugural Dinosaur competition. At the time 

it offered big prize money and boasted about big air with the 

promise of conditions never experienced before. It did not 

disappoint on any level.

by Tony Armstrong
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Cave visit All photos: Tony Armstrong
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however, the ever present daily overdevelopment kept 
the flight window tight. 

If you want details, there are a heap of social media 
posts giving you thermal-by-thermal descriptions. 
Airtribune is great if you’re into checking out tactics 
[https://airtribune.com/dinosaur2015/results].

The comp was very well organised, the crew has 
been doing this sort of act for decades. NSW Central 
Coaster Glen MacFarlane was unlucky not to have won. 
He did, however, form a partnership with the winner 
Zac Major and these guys had the comp ‘by the balls’. 
World champion Christian Ciech finished third. Awesome 
prize money of $5 grand for first, $3000 for second and 
$1500 for third.

As a way of creating incentive for the newer pilots, 
Jim Zeiset offered excellent money for the Sport Class, 
made up of guys on ‘floaters’ and ‘kingposted’ gliders. 
By the way, if you’re new to the sport, JZ is quite a 
legend and there are not enough pages in this mag to 
explain or relate all the stories about the guy! He looked 
way older than I remember though, he probably thought 
the same about me!

Rob de Groot flew the Gecko in Sport Class. The Gecko 
has already made an impact and Rob won a task which 
had more of a cross/tailwind component. Unfortunately, 
even his skill could not make up the difference when  
a slight headwind day was called.

East coast pilot Kelly Myrkle from Lookout Mountain 
won, Beau Buck from Salt Lake City came second and 
Nathan Grimes third. Three grand for Kelly, Beau $1,500 
and Nathan $500. The stoked look on these guys’ faces 
at the presentation was priceless. 

It will not be long for a couple of these guys to be up 
amongst the ‘big boys’ in Open Class…

Would I do this comp again? 
Yes, at the drop of a hat. 
It’s not quite around the corner and some (time) 

sacrifices need to be made, but it’s not like any other 
area you have ever flown. 

The buzz is that competition organisers plan to make 
this an annual event. If you ever intend to go, let one  
of us know. We can supply all the local information.

Finally, I have some great moving images that I will 
produce for a movie. My vimeo page is HangglideOZ.  
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Both Jon Durands together
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It’s on again!

Immerse yourself in the flying culture of the  
European Alps on a 14-day paragliding adventure.

Tour #1 14 to 27 August
Tour #2  28 August to 9 September

Stunning sites and amazing flights. 
You’ll return a totally different pilot.

All skill levels catered for. 
Low airtime pilots through to Advanced.
Participant number are strictly limited.

Please contact Phil Hystek at

info@pgqld.com.au

0418 155 317

Europe Paragliding Tour 2016

In 1977, a 12-year old boy in Romania found an interesting article about the highest alpine rail in Europe, on Mt 
Jungfrau in Switzerland. Thirty-eight years later, the same boy (now 50) managed to paraglide off Mt Jungfrau 
alongside his Australian wife. We wanted to share our excitement with fellow paragliding pilots in Australia.
This amazing opportunity came about whilst on a tour through the Swiss Alps with Craig Papworth and Phil 

Hystek, whose knowledge and expertise were invaluable and enabled us to catch a small window of opportunity that 
made this exceptional flight possible.

One Way Ticket To The Top Of Europe

Views of Mt Jungfrau 
from Jungfraujoch

Our breathtaking paragliding 

flight off Jungfrau, Switzerland.

by Calin and Anita Pava

Photos: Calin and Anita Pava

View of the famous ‘North Face’ of Eiger, from the Grindelwald ‘First’ launch

Train ride up to Jungfraujoch

One way tickets to Jungfraujoch

View of Jungfrau 
and the Jungfraujoch 
launch, mid-flight

The day started very early with a trip from our 
accommodation in the Lauterbrunnen Valley, 300m from 
the main landing zone. Our car was packed by 6:30am 
and we were on our way towards the train station for 
the 1.5-hour climb up the mountain.

6 SKYSAILOR November | December 2015 November | December 2015
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The rail itself is an amazing piece of engineering, 
built in 1912. The first 45-minutes of our journey took 
us through a spectacular forest into the town of Wengen 
– a ski resort above the tree line. From that point 
onwards, the train enters a tunnel that is completely 
dug inside the rock of the mountain. With true Swiss 
efficiency, three stations (each with its own lookout) 
are set at three different levels of the climb, allowing 

spectacular views from enclosed lookouts over the 
North Face of Eiger and the Eiger glacier. The end station 
at Jungfraujoch provides 360º panoramic views over the 
surrounding mountains.

This is the final point for most of the tourists, with 
their trip ending after a few steps in the snow on the 
terrace. We paid no attention to the ‘stop’ warning sign 
and, followed by a few frozen tourists, we proceeded to 
make our way and set up our wings on the launch area.

Lack of oxygen and low temperatures made any  
activity on the launch area quite difficult. The launch  
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has a steep incline, but the strength of the wind allowed 
for a reverse inflation. Running on the launch was made 
fairly difficult by the knee-deep snow, followed by a 
500m cliff drop – not for the fainthearted.

From there on, the fun began: The clouds were 
coming in fast, with showers over the Interlaken area. 
The cloud cover and the falling rain created a super 
smooth zone of convergence in the middle of the valley, 
allowing for a 15-minute glide at 3000m without 
any loss of altitude. The high altitude and lift in the 
valley provided perfect conditions for flights along the 
whole of the Lauterbrunnen valley – and with so many 
interconnecting ridges, Anita took a wrong turn towards 
Interlaken, which enabled her first ‘cross-country flight’ 
reaching 22km while still arriving over the landing zone 
with plenty of altitude.

All pilots in our group had exceptional flights, 
landing with big grins and close to our accommodation.

Thank you Craig and Phil for your help and expertise. 
Without you, our flight would not have been possible.

 

If you would like to see a video of our flight, please visit 
[https://youtu.be/vJAtqaACobI].

Hint: 
If you plan to fly multiple flights in Switzer- 
land, we strongly recommend getting the half-
fare Swiss card, as cable cars and trains can  
be expensive.

Landing area at the base of the Mürren cable car

View at 3500m above sea level View from 3500 metres above sea level, at Jungfraujoch

3500m above sea level – Jungfraujoch

View of the Jungfraujoch launch 
area, from the opposite side  
of the Lauterbrunnen Valley,  

aka ‘James Bond World’

Brief Facts:

Launch altitude:  3,466m
Flight time:  45 minutes
Access:  Via train from Lauterbrunnen
Cost:   $45.90 per person for a one- 

way ticket, with the half-fare  
Swiss discount card

Landing zone:   Stechelberg, at the base  
of the Mürren gondola

8 SKYSAILOR  SKYSAILOR 9November | December 2015
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Scott confirmed that the wings are becoming 
increasingly similar so there is little difference between 
the PPC and PPGs in the USA nowadays. The power units 
themselves range from a fairly diminutive backpack, all 
the way through to monster wheel-based units from 
other manufacturers, which would have trouble fitting 
into our workshop at home. The Bear Grylls Parajet was 
in pride of place and even has its own website [www.
bgparamotor.com]. 

If you are interested in talking to Scott, visit his 
website at [www.MidwestParajet.com] – while under 
construction it will point you directly to his Facebook 
page. Parajet also have an Australian agent, see ‘Parajet 
Australia’ on Facebook).

Weightshift Microlights
Another of our stops was with Evolution Trikes – Revo 
[www.evolutiontrikes.com. Larry Mednick, Wes, Amy 
and the others were very busy all week with interested 
people stopping by to ask countless questions and 
signing up to have trial flights later that day, or the 
following morning. 

Amy was being interviewed by the AirVenture TV 
crew while we were there, and she was asked to describe 
how she got into flying and specifically about her 
journey to AirVenture. She flew her Revo all the way from 
Florida, solo. While Larry accompanied her in his Revo, it 

was a great effort by her, considering she hasn’t been 
flying all that long. Well done Amy!

During the busy morning and late afternoon time-
slots, Larry and Wes were continously taking people 
up for circuits over the ultralight runway and there was 

It’s a fantastic atmosphere, over 550,000 visitors 
were recorded up to the Friday this year and 
everyone is interested, keen to chat ‘aviation’ and it 

really doesn’t matter what you fly, or even whether you 
fly at all. Every time you sit to have a rest, someone will 
want to tell you their stories.

The courtesy exhibited is always a revelation. Even 
when queueing, no-one pushes and on the buses which 
continually pick up/drop off people all day, every day 
(free of charge), youngsters are not only polite, but offer 
their seats to any adult – automatically and without 

question! These buses also empty from the front first 
and everyone waits their turn to get off, waiting for 
those in front to stand and vacate their seats before the 
next row stands up and so on. I wish this would happen 
on our domestic planes over here in Australia! 

There is something for everyone at AirVenture. One 
of the highlights for us was the two Harriers’ wonderful 
synchronised performance – to think these two aircraft 
are both privately owned is amazing. The vertical take-
offs and manoeuvres were wonderful to watch and 
brought back many memories from our RAF days and 
numerous UK Airshows.

In contrast to the big boys, the ultralights were just 
a small part, but worth visiting. Again, there is such a 
great atmosphere here that you get swept up in it all.

Paragliders
One of the first people we spoke to at the Ultralight 
Park was Scott Baxter, from Midwest Parajet, one of the 
agents for Parajet USA. He took time out to talk to us 
about what they were developing with regards to both 
the backpack type as well as the wheel-base units. The 
range is quite stunning and very well made. The Zenith 
and Cyclone have a choice of engines (Bailey/Polini/
Vittorizi) and their main website has all the downloads 
you need for their respective Pilot Manuals, part lists 
and engine maintenance manuals – all well written. 
Check their website for further information [www.
parajet.com]. 

AirVenture 
OSHKOSH

2015

July 2015 was our second visit to the AirVenture at Oshkosh. 

What a great place to visit – as soon as you arrive, you hear the 

noise of aircraft arriving and you forget the long flight you have 

just endured to get there…

by Kev MacNally

10 SKYSAILOR

Parajet USA stall (above) and PPGs in action

Photos: Kev MacNally

Bear Grylls Parajet

Pollini engine

Aircraft Park
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Revo stand (left), and above with Amy being interviewed

The REVO
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Flight Safety
With all the aircraft flying in, there was only one air 
accident which happened while we were waiting for the 
bus to take us around the perimeter to the entrance. We 
saw a huge plume of fire, followed by very thick smoke 
from across the runway. We heard later that it was a 
V-tail Bonanza carrying six people which crashed on 
landing and that a bystander had been slightly burned 
trying to help evacuate those on board.

The very next day we attended a FAA Flight Safety 
seminar entitled: ‘Was It Really Worth It?’ The narrator 
was the very famous Greg Feith, International Safety 
Consultant and former Senior Air Crash Investigator with 
the NTSB, who has appeared on countless Air Accident 
Investigation TV programs – although we didn’t know 
this at the time we decided to attend. 

The first thing he asked was, “Did anyone hear 
about the accident yesterday?” He then went over what 
had happened and the reasons behind it. Obviously, a 
completely unplanned addition to his presentation, but 
he understood the need to know the circumstances as 
soon as possible and how this could be an important 
lesson to everyone who flies. 

This particular accident was caused as the pilot 
was trying to expedite what the Air Traffic Controller 
was telling him to do and then stalled a wing whilst 
turning as directed. Greg Feith told us that the pilot 
should have informed ATC that he was unable to comply 
straight away, then carried on flying straight ahead 
before re-joining the circuit when it would have been 
less confusing. The pilot and passengers were lucky, 
they all survived, but a couple were taken to hospital 
with burns and the aircraft was probably destroyed. 
Greg then completed his lecture, but summed up that 
even after many years of investigation they are still 
no closer to finding out why people do the things they 
do – yes, Human Factors. The No 1 killer at the moment 
is technology – people are forgetting to ‘fly the aircraft’. 
A sombre note but also interesting, as was everything 
else we saw. 

To sum up, there is a huge amount to see and do 
and an awful lot of information to take in. We certainly 
didn’t get to see all of it, but for eight days we walked 
and walked and occasionally took the train when we just 
wanted to view all the aircraft lined up along the parking 
areas, at a very leisurely pace.

For any aviator this is the Greatest Show on Earth and 
well worth a visit, at least once. 
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always a queue. Larry took time out during his very 
busy schedule to talk to us about his safety concerns 
and some of the accidents that have occurred in the 
USA, as well as over here in Australia this year. Having 
agreed to put an article together about the safety 
aspects we had discussed, Larry managed to check it for 
accuracy straight away and it appeared in the previous 
September/October 2015 SkySailor magazine. 

The Revos were the only weightshift microlights 
on show this year, which was disappointing. Maybe the 
strong US$ had a lot to do with it? I noticed this year that 
our Aus$ didn’t stretch very far… 

We saw a couple of trikes that had flown in, and a 
couple of very basic home made machines, but the PPGs 
were present in large numbers, taking to the skies in the 
evenings during a pre-determined time-slot. 

Other Attractions
Anyone could be forgiven for thinking that eight days 
would be too long to spend at an Airshow. Not so for 
Oshkosh. Apart from what is happening airside – and 
that on its own is extremely comprehensive – there is 
so much more to see and do. They have a Warbirds area 
with aircraft and guest speakers, talking about their 
experiences and a Vintage area with their aircraft on 
display. There is the Flymarket, where you can purchase 
anything from a reel of locking-wire to a Segway-

type personal transport device and the latest remote 
controlled aircraft-moving devices. 

There are also innumerable workshops and seminars 
conducted all day, every day, covering all aspects of 
aircraft building for the home builders, as well as Rotax 
maintenance, safety issues, iPads in the cockpit, crash 
investigations, talks from famous personalities such as 
Wally Funk or Bob Hoover, and so much more. 

We saw a PPG simulator which was hooked up to 
a TV monitor where the pilot was tasked (through 
headphones) to fire missiles at various targets. It even 
had a fan blowing across the pilot’s face to give the 
illusion of flight. Other simulators were very, very hi-tech 
and consequently had fairly long queues to have a go. 

It is impossible to attend all the seminars, forums 
and shows on your wish list, although a few are 
repeated, unfortunately you can only be in one place at 
a time. We did our best and picked out those of most 
interest, even so there were a couple we were unable 
to get to in time. This year they had an AirVenture app 
which certainly helped us to keep up to date with what 
was on and where.

All manufacturers have their own stands, ranging 
from GoPro through to Pilatus, with everything in 
between. New this year were UAVs (aka UASs, drones). 
There were demonstrations each day in a large custom 
made cage, culminating in a competition at the end of 
the week. There was a lot of interest in these aircraft, 
evidenced by the number of people walking around 
carrying a boxed Phantom 3 or Predator home. The 
focus over in the USA at the moment is on competitions 
between owners at ground level rather than at height. 
The craze is fast catching on, but unfortunately we 
missed the grand final so didn’t find out who won.

All the while, there are rides going on, the Goodyear 
Blimp, the B17 ‘Aluminum Overcast’, the Ford Trimotor 
and more. The one I would have wanted to try was not 
doing rides: A gas turbine powered American school 
bus with full afterburner, that achieved just short of 
300mph (yes, miles per hour) along the main runway. 

The Airshows themselves are spectacular and run 
every day, including night shows and of course fireworks.
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Revos queueing for take off

A microlight fly-in

PPG simulator

Warbirds

Vintage planes
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Fly Stanwell
by Tony Sandeberg

The Flight I Find  
The Most Challenging: 
➲➲  Stanwell to Wattamolla, one of the most 

demanding yet exciting flights for advanced  
pilots only.

For The Best Views: 
➲➲ High over the northern face of Garie.
➲➲ The Seacliff Bridge.

You Can Tell The Local Pilots By:
➲➲  Their willingness to assist on launch as Duty Pilots

Some Of The Best After Flying  
Pubs and Cafe:
➲➲ Helensburgh Tradies
➲➲ Raya Thai at Helensburgh
➲➲ Scarborough Pub
➲➲ 16 Feet Café for coffee

The First Thing I Do With  
Visiting Pilots:
➲➲  Welcome them to the site and ask if they have 

HGFA membership.
➲➲ Site briefing.
➲➲ Assist with launch if needed.

Bet You Didn’t Know
➲➲  The longest flight south by a hang glider was 

Jonathan Kinred’s 150km to Covan Creek,  
south of Goulburn, NSW, in 2014.
➲➲  The longest flight south by a paraglider was  

Tony Armstrong’s 64km to Foxgroung,  
north of Berry, NSW, in the early 90s.
➲➲  The longest flight north by paraglider was  

Charly Booth’s 20km over extreme water  
and unlandable cliff ’s to Big Marley, 2014. 
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It really all started a few years ago during the 
World’s out at Forbes in the summer of 2013. I was 
out there as a volunteer helping the team running 

the comp out in whatever capacity they wanted me 
(better interpreted as keeping out of the way as best I 
could). I ended up being a back up dolly retriever to the 
Mad Max boys, Wayne and Sean. We had a ball and it 
was great to be a part of such a diverse group of people 
working like the proverbial well oiled machine to get over 
100 pilots in the air in an hour or so for each day of the 
comp. Fantastic, and full credit goes to Vicky and the 
organising team. I enjoyed it so much I have been back in 
a similar role over the last couple of years.

We had a great crew and once all of the pilots were 
safely airborne, we all had the opportunity to head 
over to the aero club clubhouse for a debrief and a few 
cleansing ales or go for a fly. In the heat of a Forbes 
summer a few cold ales were pretty inviting. During 
several of those sessions I had the odd chat with the 
aforementioned Bruce who suggested that I should 
come up to the Dalby comp so that they could show me 
how its really done, or at least how they do it up there. 
That sewed the seed.

I’m certainly not a comp pilot and I barely have the 
skill set to fly these things, but I absolutely love to get 
airborne and I really appreciate the whole hang gliding 
community and the camaraderie that exists within it. 
Long story short, Bruce finally convinced me that it 
would be a good idea and this year he got the better 
of me, to the extent that I entered the comp. I filled a 
vacant spot in a team of high achievers that I knew were 
going. I would be their anchor (dead weight).

Early in the morning of Friday, 10 April, Tricky 
(Dick Heffer), RT (Rohan Taylor), Nils (motivator) Vesk 
and I left Sydney bound for Dalby. We had a pretty 
entertaining trip in the trusty Prado and arrived in Dalby 
just on dusk on Show Day, Yeehar! We tracked down our 
accommodation for the week (organised by young Josh 
Woods) and checked in with our other flat mates who we 
were sharing with for the week, Tony Vibes Armstrong 
(MF), Josh and Geoff Robinson. The place was stunning 
and it had just the right amenities to cope with seven 
scungey hang glider pilots. Well done to Josh, I couldn’t 
find a better group to be with.

After getting sorted as far as who was sleeping 
where and determining if anyone wanted some of the 
ear plugs that my lovely wife suggested I hand out to 
people, we headed off to one of the local pubs for a bite 
to eat. When we got back to the townhouse after dinner, 
the guns all got their GPSs and varios sorted whilst I 
nodded off watching the footy on TV.

Next morning we headed off to the airstrip in order 
to get acquainted with the lay of the land, and to check 
all our tow gear, radios and varios, and most importantly, 
to check in with Bruce and Annie Crerar. We got sorted 
with a designated team channel and then proceeded to 
make the most of the practice day and got airborne. 
With just a bit of apprehension, it was soon my turn. I 
need not have worried as Bruce towed me smoothly over 

to where the resident thermal normally lives. As luck 
would have it, the thermal had obviously moved house. 

In the air, I had no idea where any of the next towns 
were, what roads were what or even where north was. 
At 62 years of age I had trouble seeing my instruments 
let alone reading them, but I relaxed and boated around 
the area for a couple of hours whilst the others in our 
team followed the road to Jandowie. I started to do the 
same, but 40 minutes later I turned around and went 
back to the airstrip. Just as well, because I was following 
the road to Warriego. Anyway for me it was a successful 
day: Good launch, good flying, good landing. Bring on 
the comp…

You get the feeling that things could go wrong during 
the week, when in a field restricted to 50 pilots, you 
draw number 52 so that you will be last one off. Bugger, 
bad start, but I’m only here for the experience. I waited 
for everyone else to set up before getting ready. I had 
to move all my gear to make room for another couple 
of pilots and in the process I managed to misplace my 
radio. No problem, I had a spare but it was back at the 
townhouse on the charger. Tricky went back to get it, 
but when he got back with the radio, it wouldn’t work. 
The battery was stuffed. Bugger, I will just have to ring 
for retrieval when I land. My main radio was handed in 
the next morning.

Bad Karma 
My Dalby Misadventures

I eagerly read Brucey Crerar story about the Dalby comp in the 

August edition of SkySailor. Now we all know Bruce is always 

up for a good yarn, but when he intimated that there were no 

incidents, I was taken aback a bit because I know of at least 

two incidents at the airstrip. The reason I know is that I was 

involved in both – and that doesn’t include my adventures on 

the first day of the comp, but more on that later…

by Alan Bond

It was finally my turn to launch. Good take off, but 
had a weak link break at 50ft agl. Good landing in the 
crop adjacent to the strip and eventually I got back to 
the set-up area and onto the dolly. In a panic to get 
going I grabbed a spare weak link, which was in the 
pocket of my harness where the phone was stashed and 
got connected. This time I had a good tow to 2000ft agl 
and headed off on course. I struggled to get high and 
just dribbled along the route in the general direction of 
turnpoint 1. After 45 minutes, I finally got some good 
height to 8500ft and from there I was able to get to the 
TP. I missed it first up, struggling to see the instrument 
again, let alone read it. Eventually I got it, and set off for 
TP2 at Brigalow. 

Lift was dying and I spent the next two hours 
between 7000 and 3000ft. I covered heaps of extra 
ground because I had trouble following the arrow in the 
instrument and tried to stay over a road (must read up 
on the instruments details tonight!). Making the most 
of some smooth buoyant air, I managed to get to TP2. 
However, it was getting late, around 5:20pm, light was 
fading and lift was non-existent. I set up a landing in a 
nice ploughed paddock close to the Warriego highway 
and landed well. I turned the glider around and promptly 
fell over as I stepped into a hole, picked myself up and 
carried the glider over to a grass area near a gate to 
pack up.

I got out of the harness, reached for the zipper on 
the pocket to get my phone out and realised it was 
already open. I desperately fished around in the pocket 
but couldn’t locate my phone. Bugger. Light fading, 
mozzies beginning to bite, panic started to set in with 
no communications in a paddock in the middle of Christ-
knows-where. I retraced my steps in the paddock to 
have a look around where I fell over in case the phone 
had fallen out there, but couldn’t find anything. I went 
back to the glider, packed it up as quickly as possible 
in between mozzie slapping contortions. Finally got it 
done and then carried it to the highway fence as the 
gate where I had packed up, had a ginormous lock on it.

It’s now about 7 o’clock, pitch black, I’m being 
attacked by mozzies and I have no idea where I am. I 
know there are a couple of houses up the road in the 
direction of TP2 so I head off in that direction and try 
my hand at thumbing a lift. Of course no one stops for 
me in the dark and at just after 8pm I go knocking on 
the door of the first house I come across that had lights 
on. Being a warm evening, the front door was open, 
and the inhabitants only had the screen door shut. Old 

Brian answers the door and looks at me with suspicion 
gleaned from his 85 years on the planet. As his wife 
turns up to see what the fuss is all about, I eventually 
convince them to let me in to use the phone. 

Now in this modern age where we are spoilt with all 
the phone numbers that we will ever need being stored 
in our phones, I could only remember one number – yep, 
Home. Dreading the greeting that I would likely receive, 
I nevertheless rang the number. As expected I took the 
harangue from the other end and eventually got her 
royal sweetness to find a couple of my team mates 
numbers so that she could ring them for me and then 
ring me back with the result.

As I put Brian’s phone down it was about 8:30pm 
and I had a thought that perhaps Annie and Bruce might 
be a wee bit concerned about a lone non-contactable 
pilot out in the never-never not reporting in. I decided 
it might be a good idea to ring the police. By this time 
Brian and his wife were convinced that I wasn’t an axe 
murderer about to do them in and they agreed that it 

could be a good idea to let the police know that I was 
safe in case the comp organisers had called them. After 
a few minutes perusing the local phone book and much 
discussion between Brian and his wife, I eventually made 
a call to a police station somewhere in Queensland. A 
young constable answered and I gave him the full story. 
He had a word with his sergeant who then looked up the 
comp details on the computer and was able to give me 
Annie’s mobile number. 

I phoned Annie straight away and she informed 
me that Robyn had already phoned her so they knew 
I was safe. Had I not reported in by 9pm, they would 
have called the police. I was able to give Annie my 
exact whereabouts and I was then flooded with relief 
as I realised I wouldn’t have to spend the night in the 
back blocks after all. My lift was here before I knew it 
and I thanked my hosts profusely and bade them good 
night after leaving them some money for their troubles. 
10:20pm and back in civilisation. Day 1 and incident free!
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Alan ready to go

All photos: Mike Zupanc

Nick Purcell

Neil Peterson launching in his Aeros glider

Briefings in the club hangar at the airport
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went on track as soon as I got high at the airstrip. I was 
getting pretty good lift to within a few kilometres of the 
forest. Decision time. Do I wait for a top up thermal now 
or carry on to the next cloud over the forest? Of course 
I ploughed on. Nice glide, but it was going to be a close 
thing to get to safety on the other side if I didn’t get any 
lift. The old sphincter was getting a fair work out as I 
slowly lost altitude and the treetops got closer. Why 
didn’t I top up first?

I noticed a big gas production facility in a large 
clearing which sported a nice green area that I reckoned 
I could put down in if I had to. I altered track to split the 
difference between the gas facility and the far edge of 
the forest where there were a couple of paddocks with 
a farmhouse on it. Finally, I made it to the paddock on 
the edge of the forest and struck a bit of lift as I began 
setting up for landing. I attempted circling, but it was 
broken lift and I wasn’t far off the deck. It did give me 
a chance to check out the two paddocks, both of which 
had electric cables running across them and the best 
one had a rather large bull in it. The bull paddock was 
closest to the house so that was it. Difficult picking 
wind direction, but plenty of speed on through the 
gradient and a good flare resulted in a stumble to the 
knees. Ouch, but safe except for an inquisitive bull on 
the other side of the paddock.

I limped my way toward the house as quickly as I 
could and searched around for a gate. I spotted what 
looked like an access point about 50m away from the 
house as the bull continued in my direction. It’s just 
amazing what strength and pain the human body can 
tolerate when in survival mode. I was able to get the 
glider and gear on the other side of the fence just as 
the bull approached the now closed gate. I’m getting too 
old for this crap. Of course there was no one at home 
so I began packing up and hoped that Dick was able to 
decipher my last radio position transmission. None of 
these new fangled spot trackers for me. Boy are they a 
good thing. Would have made things so much easier on 
the first day and again now.

The last day of the comp arrived and I launched 
before the field and went out on track early. I soon 
found myself low about halfway out and had to set up 
for a landing. Nice big bare paddock, but as I got low I 
noticed it had some big furrows in it. Very little wind so 
I set up to come in along the direction of the furrows. 
Good speed on, relaxed grip, good flare, but couldn’t 
run (step) it out, stumbled and dropped basebar and 
keel to the ground. The centre of the basebar hit the 
top of the furrowed dirt which meant all forces through 
the uprights had no support under them resulting in a 
horrible cracking noise as the carbon fibre split. Bugger! 
That’s going to be expensive, but I was down safe and its 
just another experience to learn from.  

In spite of hang gliding for 25 years, this was the 
first time I had gotten into the air in Queensland. Despite 
my adventures over the week, or perhaps because of 
some of them, I really enjoyed the experience. Most 
pilots flew eight days straight and over that period we 
had some good days and some challenging days. What I 
love about hang gliding is that every flight is different. 
I never stop learning. The only rain we had all week was 
on the trip home.

Dalby is a well run comp, the tug pilots are among the 
best in the world, the ground crew worked seamlessly 
and efficiently and nothing was a problem. The area 
is superb to fly around, with a good road network and 
most of the farmers welcome us with open arms. I 
enjoyed the company of all the guys I stayed with and we 
worked well together, some highlights included a couple 
of those fantastic meals 
in the unit with everyone 
contributing. With the 
decline in the mining 
boom taking effect, the 
cost of accommodation 
is becoming far more 
reasonable now than in 
past years. There is also 
the option to camp at the 
airstrip.

To Bruce I’d like to 
say thanks for the 
experience, it was good 
to see how the Dalby 

crew do it. Overall I had a great time and learnt a lot. I 
was pleased for every other pilot because I attracted 
the bad Karma and everyone else managed to escape 
incident free, but correct the record and acknowledge 
that there were a couple of incidents so that my efforts 
weren’t in vain and it doesn’t happen to anyone else.

Cheers and see you next year (free flying). 

Len Paton behind Billo

Rory Duncan launching behind Billo
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Day 2 and I’m about middle of the field for take 
off – apparently, I actually beat a heap of people out 
on course. However, on my first launch I broke another 
weak link at about 100ft agl. No great drama, except 
that I land miles away from the take off congregation 
point. By the time I struggled to get back, most of the 
field has already launched. I got set on the dolly and this 
time I’m behind Blaino on the red four-stroke powered 
tug. “Go Go Go”. Nice lift off from the dolly but bang and 
there goes another weak link. This time I’m not 10ft 
agl and don’t react quick enough. I got caught in the 
prop wash and impact the ground fairly heavily. Nose 
of glider hits the deck as does my head and the top of 
the keel slams down on the back of my head for good 
measure. The camera mount on top of my helmet slices 
a neat 150mm cut in the undersurface. I also manage a 

nice 50mm L-shaped cut on the top of my left knee and 
there’s blood everywhere.

This requires a trip to hospital (thanks Tina) to get 
the wound cleaned out and stitched and a compulsory 
stay of four hours while they monitor me for concussion. 
Tricky kindly organises to get my glider packed up, 
thanks Dick. After the compulsory waiting period has 
passed, I manage to convince the medical staff that my 
already addled brain hasn’t been damaged any further 
and walk back to the airstrip. Day 2 and non-incident 1 
is completed. I don’t fly the next day as I try to recover 
and collect my thoughts. I drive for the boys whilst Tricky 
shows me how its done in the air.

My next flying day is Wednesday, 14 April. Dick and 
I repair the cut in the under surface. No hurry to set up 
for me as I am now back in my rightful position at the end 

of the field. However, non-incident 2 was about to strike 
in an unimaginable way. I was in the process of walking 
back to my glider from the carpark area, which meant 
crossing the runway down which the tugs were landing 
en-route to picking up their next customer. Blaino in the 
red tug went through so I crossed behind him. I stepped 
over the towrope and as I did so the end of the rope with 
the carabiner and its protecting cover attached came 
bouncing along the ground and whipped up and around 
my left ankle. I’m certain that you couldn’t repeat this 
if you tried: It dragged me violently off my feet and I 
went bouncing down the runway for about 15m. I ended 
up with a heap of skin missing from my left arm and an 
extremely painful left knee. Later scans revealed a Grade 
3 tear (right through) of the medial collateral ligament. 
Non-incident #2, Bruce.

I bandaged the arm, strapped the knee for a bit 
of support and with a lot of trepidation I eventually 
launched. I suppose I really shouldn’t have flown, but 
it was a long way to go to Dalby for me not to fly. We 
had sorted out the weak link issue, thanks to the set 
up in the hangar and all take offs after that were pretty 
good. Walking, however, was an issue, so landing after 
flying was definitely going to be a problem. This proved 
to be the case as I couldn’t take more than two steps, 
more often than not I had to drop the basebar and keel 
together after a couple of steps. At least I wasn’t nosing 
in. If I could keep in a straight line as I landed, I could 
nearly manage things.

The second to last day saw a task to the north-west 
which meant crossing a large expanse of forest and 
skirting around some moist areas. I again launched from 
my customary position near the end of the field and 
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This year’s Pico Milbrulong Fly-in will go down as the biggest PPG fly-in in the 18 years its been held. Now, 
with over 200 members in the Pico Club, our fly-ins are going from strength to strength with many more to 
come in the next 12 months.

As part of the set up team, I was there early to help prepare the camp ground, mow the huge launch (thanks, 
Rick), set up the large marquee, BBQ and toilets on launch, erect the signage, lay out the safety barriers, mark out 
the parking area and, of course, put out all the directions 
signs throughout town. A big job, but thanks to the 
many pilots that came early, it was not too tough and 
we even had time for some awesome flying.

I was there a total of six days and flew every single 
day, morning and afternoon with only two exceptions. 
What a top run of weather! What a great place to fly! 
Some pilots were easily flying for over three hours in a 

Milbrulong Pico National Fly-In 2015

What more could a PPG/PHG 

flyer want? Flying, smiling, 

more flying, new friends from 

all over Australia, talk about 

all things paramotoring and 

hangmotoring and powered 

parachutes… the list goes on. 

We had it all, flying passion, 

skill, great air, great scenery, 

new pilot mentoring and a 

load of new PPG pilots.

Andrew (Chuckie) Shipley – 
President, The PICO Club.

single flight, some days doing cross-country triangles 
here and there.

Not limited to PPG, this fly-in attracts many types 
of powered aircraft – from foot launch paramotors to 
powered hang gliders, powered parachutes, wheeled 
base paramotors – and we’ve even had hot air balloons, 
gyrocopters and ultralights in years gone by.

Local landowner and co-founding member of the 
Pico fly-in, Jeff Hoffman, and his wife Larraine are so 
generous to have their land and home over-run with 
pilots each year. Jeff hosts his usual ‘BBQ in the shed’ 
for the few nights prior to the fly-in which offers a great 
opportunity to catch up for all those who get there early.

Before the official commencement of the fly-in at 
Thursday noon, both the camp ground and the flying 
field steadily filled with cars, pilots and loads and 
loads of flying gear from Wednesday night onwards. It 
seemed every car coming into town had some sort of 
flying contraption strapped to it. The locals of the small 
town of Milbrulong are now used to seeing us over-run 
their skies once a year. After all, we’ve been doing it now 
for the last 18 years, and we are welcomed with open 
arms – what a great bunch of country people! So friendly 
and hospitable. If you ever need to outland, you may find 
it difficult to talk the local farmer out of loading your 
gear in the back of the ute with his dog and running you 
back to launch. 

As in previous years, the local TV station sent out 
a reporter to see what the event is all about and they 
always do a great local segment on the night time news. 
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tough questions and receive real answers ‘from the 
horse’s mouth’ so to speak.

It was great to see that all pilots attending soon 
realised that CASA is not the ‘big bad beast’ we often 
expect from regulatory bodies, but that Lee and Klaus 
are great, friendly guys with a real passion for the sport 
and a desire to help us out. The Pico club will certainly be 
looking forward to working towards some of the goals 
discussed, goals which have the potential to improve the 
sport no end, and CASA have offered to help us achieve 
this. Thank you, Lee and Klaus, for taking the time to 
come along.

A huge thanks also to the NSWHPA State Association 
for providing us with funds to support all the NSW pilots 
attending the fly-in. Without the State Associations 
support in providing our own contributions back to 
the paramotoring community, we would not be able to 
hold these events and have the facilities on the flying 
sites. It’s great to see the NSWHPA step up and be 
proactive for the PPG community. Since the paramotoring 
community rarely have any fixed flying sites (to spend 
our funding on site maintenance, etc.), we are grateful 

to have our membership funds returned in such a way 
that we can use them at fly-ins like this one.

This year, the Pico club also funded some significant 
electrical works to add external powerpoints to the 
Milbrulong Community Hall where we camp each year. 
Another huge ‘thank you’ goes to Evan Child, who 
donated five days of his time, day in, day out, wiring 
these works. He basically only took time out for one fly 
every day, then was back to work. Evan came up with 
the original suggestion, organised the purchase of all 
materials, turned up days early and worked tirelessly, 
even after the fly-in finished, to get it all done. Thank 
you, Evan! I mustn’t forget to also mention all those 
helpers who put their backs out and blistered their 
hands to manually dig the cable trenches for it all – no 
mean feat. 

What’s next? The Pico club plan to have up to seven 
PPG/PHG fly-ins over the next 12 months, following on 
from last year’s increase in Pico PPG events the club ran. 

Keep an eye on the Pico club website, the SkySailor 
calendar and the HGFA website calendar for more info.

Till then, fly safe. 

In addition this year, we had Carlos and Ethan, the crew 
from the Channel 31 ‘The Flying Show’, come up from 
Melbourne to film an episode for broadcast nationally 
through their network.

With the welcoming locals loving the sight of our 
colourful aircraft in their skies, it gave some of the more 
‘visual’ pilots amoungst us the opportunity to fire up the 
‘smokers’ on their engines. It certainly made for some 
terrific photos !
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I also have to mention the skill of some of the newer 
pilots within our flying community. It’s great to see how 
the mentoring from experienced pilots pays dividends in 
improvements in safety and skill for pilots new to the 
sport – they are better pilots in their early days than we 
old boys were back when…

Whilst the event organiser is the Pico club, we’re 
lucky to have numerous equipment suppliers and CFIs 
join us. Whether we were old experienced or new, up and 
coming pilots, everything was available to us: Training 
was carried out, gear was bought and sold and demo 
equipment was taken for a blast around the skies.

There was no shortage of new and high tech PPG gear 
to be seen. Everything from the latest in carbon props, 
aerofoil cages, long capacity fuel tanks, CNC alloy frames 
and side bars, bluetooth comms gear, instrument flight 
decks, engine monitoring instruments and dynamic 
reflex wings with the latest tip steering systems. It 
was all there to prod, poke and try out.

Having the huge marquee right on launch also meant 
that pilots could simply leave their motors and wheel 
bases under cover for the entire fly-in. No need to pack 
it all up or cart it around every day. Simply add more fuel 
and off you go each day!

We were incredibly fortunate this year to have the 
offer from the CASA Sports Aviation Office main man, 
Lee Ungermann, to come along and provide PPG/PHG 
pilots with a presentation on our specific operations, 
CASA’s role, the new regulatory changes to PPG now and 
in the future, the current problems facing our specific 
part of the sport, solutions to these and how the Pico 
club, pilots, the HGFA and CASA can work together for 
the improvement of the sport. Lee was ably assisted 
by Klaus Schwerdtfeger, a CASA Technical Officer and 
between Lee and Klaus pilots were able to ask their 

All photos: Hannah Asplin
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Looking for a challenge, ‘I reckon I can land on that,’  
I thought to myself. 

With Ketut, the site operator, I arranged a canoe and 
a local fisherman to paddle me back to shore or bail me 
out of the drink, should I overshoot or land short.

I set up a camera in the wing, unloaded phone, vario 
and pack-up bag and grabbed a few streamers to mark 
my intention.

In boardies and T-shirt I went for it. I climbed high 
in front of the temple, followed the lift coming off 
the exposed baking rocks, continually checking and 
adjusting my height and flight path. Once committed 
and on final, I noticed the paddler was naked, ‘WTF?’, 
I exclaimed. When I got closer, I was relieved to see he 
was wearing skin coloured undies.

Landing safely on the far side of this tiny sand bar, 
I dropped my wing on the sand and was greeted by the 
paddler, a local fisherman, whose expression was almost 
magical as he gasped at my arrival.

We paddled back to shore and downed the 
celebratory icy-cold Bintang.

What a great spot for a fly-in Bali bash, tight 
landings, limited gliders, a few cold beers, Satay Ajam 
and some great music, next year!

We flew 10 out of 11 days, had to have a day off…  
all flown out! 

Wotif had the formula: Eleven nights, four-star 
accommodation with breakfast at the Swiss-
belhotel, a new hotel in Tuban. Flying with 

Garuda – no volcanic ash, no additional fares for either 
seat choice or video or food or alcohol and 32kg baggage 
allowance with sporting gear thrown in free – it doesn’t 
get any better. All for under 1200 bucks, I booked it, 
emailed a few mates and then there were three of us. 
A car booked with ‘Driver Kuta Bali’ on FB and we were 
delivered to our hotel on arrival, yeehar!

From the Swiss-belhotel it was a brief 10-minute 
walk to town via the alleyways the locals use every 
day, we entered the mayhem of continuous calls of 
‘Massage, massage’, a multitude of motorbikes, horse-
drawn tourist carriages, the constant tout of ‘transport, 
leather jacket and jiggi-jig’, encouraged wide smiles and 
enormous bouts of laughter from the locals. 

Early morning kites provided our somewhat reliable 
wind forecast as we savoured the huge variety of hotel 
breakfast dishes by the pool before heading to Timbis.

Pyong was the launch site, as Timbis is being carved 
into yet further cliff top villas, each with a private pool. 
The immense development was visible from our in-flight 
vantage point which made the earth-moving vehicles 
look like matchbox toys.

A mix of newbies and intermediate pilots, all keen 
to experience the free-spirited Bali welcome to easy 
relaxed flying, soared above the pandemonium of 
temples, continual hotel construction, less and less 
monkeys, multi-coloured beach umbrellas and tourists 

lining the beach at Pantai Pandawa. We had definitely 
left the chilly winds of eastern Australia behind.

Locals peddling beers, coffee, fresh hand-cut 
coconuts, ice creams, ‘Fly Timbis’ T-shirts and sun hats 
approached us throughout the day. Motorbikes arrived 
continually. Locals sat in the shade, laughed and jeered 
and surrounded us with amid their warm intoxicating 
humour.

We prepared to fly amongst 20 or so pilots of varying 
skills from a dusty yet coral encrusted launch.  Shredded 
lines were not uncommon as you raise your wing while 
skating across the crumbling surface, dodging laid out 
gliders, until it rises overhead, then turn, load the wing 
and discharge yourself into the 10kt onshore breeze.

I headed east over the abandoned seaweed farms, 
which once employed a small community, but now lie 
dormant in pristine waters, awaiting the onslaught of 
eager sunbaking holidaymakers. I soared the face of the 
beach hotels playfully, gaining height. Out of respect, I 
dare not fly over the temple, but feel no hesitation to 
fly past the towering cranes carving up the landscape. 
Slow moving, tourist-shipping camels walk the sands 
with the south-easter white capping, as we topped 
out high over the Nikko Hotel. The security guard in the 
tower furiously blew his whistle and waved a red flag 
to deter us from flying over the hotel, which seemed 
rather pointless.

We had flown west towards Iluwatu, up to Pantani 
Pandawa, where years earlier the beach was unspoiled. 
Now, this too is obscured by coloured umbrellas, 

sunbaking day-trippers, wave skis and cafés selling local 
specialties of Nasi Goreng and Satay Ajam. After having 
boated around on constant, abundant lift for hours, we 
tested how far we could fly out to sea and still return 
with enough height to climb up again. We eventually 
decided it was beer o’clock and set up to beach land for a 
swim, some late lunch and to admire the passing crowd.

Tides were getting quite low and on this particular 
day, directly in front of Pyong, a small sand bar appeared 
about 600m from shore. The wind was SE at eight knots. 

“Transport, leather  
jacket and jiggi-jig...”
This winter was the coldest at Stanwell. I can’t remember a 

time when it hasd been this bad – strong, icy cold wind, with 

only one in 10 days flyable. I was over it and remembered the 

awesome times I’d had in previous winters in Bali: Warm ’n’ 

balmy, flying in shorts ’n’ T-shirt, cruising along the coastline, 

beach landings with beers at the end of the day, scooter lifts 

back to launch on light days, gliders repacked on take-off while 

you downed an icy Bintang for Rup25,000 (A$2.50), provided by 

the local eski-carrying scooter girls…

by Tony Sandeberg

Brief Facts:
Airline: Garuda
Hotel: Swiss-belhotel Tuban
Season: Mid-July to mid-Sept
Car hire: Driver Kuta Bali on FB
Sites: Pyong, Timbis, Candi Dasa
Medical: BIMC hospital, Kuta +62361761263
 Nusa Dua  +623613000911
Money A$1 = Rup10,000

All photos: Tony Sandeberg



Richard Solomon at Blackheath, NSW

Photo: Dave Bateman [www.davebatemanphoto.com]
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When Brian Webb with Barb Scott placed a Tow Course and XC Clinic on their website, I knew immediately 
this is a must do for me. 

‘Base Camp’ was to be Alice Springs (where else?), fabulous in winter with cold nights and warm 
days. Being a significant tourist destination, it offers easy access by plane from all capital cities and a variety of 
accommodation options. 

We arrived in mid-August, just in time to find the unique Henley-on-Todd boat races underway in the dry Todd 
River bed. Locals, tourists and backpackers all enthusiastically participate in the various bizarre competitions, at 
times under trying conditions. The annual event is managed by Rotary for charity fundraising.

Having mostly resisted the take-away and ice creams during the day, that evening we got together for the first 
time as a group at Hanuman’s, an excellent Thai Restaurant, to discuss and plan our week of flying. Participants, apart 
from Brian Webb and Barb Scott, included Julian Andersen, Alessandro Spino, Andrew Gough, Chris Lavis, Daryl Catt 
and local Clinton Dennison who became the first person to achieve a PG tow endorsement in Central Australia followed 
rapidly by Andrew. Unfortunately, Richard Binstead who helped to slot us into the area wasn’t able to take part.

Initially, we went to Bond Springs airfield, home of the Alice Springs Gliding Club. Located 40km north of Alice 
Springs, close to the highest road point between Alice and Darwin, Bond Springs is at 2400ft asl with controlled 

The Alice Springs Experiment 

airspace at 6000ft. At times there is gliding activity, 
as well as a small general aviation presence, so VHF was 
managed by Brian. Being the weekend, the first day 
meant sharing the field with sailplanes, but for the rest 
of the week we had the field to ourselves. 

Learning new skills and revising previously learnt 
ones came with challenges, including some lucky 
escapes and whoopsies! The occasionally shifting wind 
conditions added to the challenges. The local pilots were 
helpful and happy to share local weather knowledge. We 
got skilled tying weak links and using leaders, so turn 
arounds became quicker. 

When winds picked up at Bond Springs, we drove 
further afield up the Tanami highway to Hamilton Downs, 
a vast cattle station typical for the area. With a helpful 

The idea of flying in the outback has a lot of 

appeal. A sparsely peopled part of Australia, it 

offers wide open spaces, beautiful landscapes, 

friendly locals and a great potential for thermals. 

by Daryl Catt All photos: Daryl Catt, Chris Lavis, Brian Webb,  
Barb Scott, Julian Anderson and Alessandro Spino

The classroom

Hamilton Downs

Left: Andrew after a 40km flight

26 SKYSAILOR
Bond Springs towing operations and glider traffic

Alessandro

Above: Weak link school Henley-on-Todd

Alessandro

Julian
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manager and uncontrolled airspace, we would have been 
in heaven were it not for the pesky flies buzzing about 
in the same uncontrolled space!

After locating an appropriately positioned launch 
track, we set up for our first XC tow attempt. Andrew, 
being a very experienced PG and XC pilot, cruised off 
40km into the blue yonder whilst us mere mortals 
managed a mere five to eight kilometres. Still, it was 
exciting and very instructive. 

The weather conditions and temperatures were quite 
ideal, starting with cold mornings at approximately 3ºC, 
rising to 22ºC by the afternoon, on some days even 
30ºC. Generally, the air was clear, very dry with little Cu 
formation, more towards the end of the week. 

The days settled into a routine and played out 
pleasantly as follows:

Each day started off at Bond Springs, usually fairly 
early. Winds tended to pick up around 10:30am when 
we proceeded up the Tanami, spending the afternoon 
at Hamilton Downs, finishing often late, exhilarated and 
just a bit tired! Nobody equalled Andrew’s distances, 
but we were all happy with the thermals and the XC 
distances achieved.

The comradeship was a highlight of the week, 
cooperation and humour made every day enjoyable. 
Quotes of the week included, ‘he can’t launch for f***, 
but he sure can thermal!’ by Anon about Anon, or 
Alessandro’s radio call at 2000m agl, ‘it’s cold up here, 
can anyone pass me my jacket.’ 

Brian and Barb taught and guided us with extreme patience and great coaching 
skills and we valued their expert input. There was one no-fly day due to strong winds, 
so we put our time to good use by revising theory, eating, drinking and generally 
resting and chilling out. 

Alice Springs is a wellknown holiday destination and has much to offer for non-
flying partners and family members. Sightseeing in Alice includes a superb Wildlife 
Park and historical precinct at the Telegraph Station, an interesting Arts Centre, 
displaying works by famous artists, including Albert Namatjira. The Alice Springs 
Reptile Centre is also worthwhile. The Flying Doctor’s Service and School of the Air both 
offer interesting centres to visit. The Olive Pink Botanical Garden was good for coffee. 
Touring, walking and bike riding in the Eastern and Western McDonnell Ranges are well 
developed activities and take visitors into most beautiful country. Uluru (Ayer’s Rock), 
Watarrka (King’s Canyon) and Palm Valley are other wonderful options, further afield 

for first visitors to the 
region. A good variety of 
eateries and restaurants 
are on offer, as well as 
take-aways, bars and 
clubs.

Our week ended with 
dinner at the Juicy Rump, 
a popular restaurant 
at Lasseter’s Casino, 
where we reviewed our 
extraordinary week, 
the ups and downs, the 
challenges and all we 
learnt with a glass of 
wine in hand. Thanks 
again, Brian and Barb, 
the experiment was a 
success! 

Hamilton Downs

Alessandro

Chris

Ormiston Gorge

The retrieve arrives

Hamilton Downs

Hamilton Downs
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All photos: Daryl Catt, Chris Lavis, Brian Webb,  
Barb Scott, Julian Anderson and Alessandro Spino
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This can happen in all three phases of flight, the 
launch, flying itself and of cause the mandatory part, 
the landing.

The problem with all this technology built into our 
great new wings is that it’s the wing that is doing all 
those things the pilot needs to know how to do and 
know how to spot.

Instead of the pilot reading the wing and reacting, 
there is a crop of old and new pilots who have no idea 
what is going on with their wing and when things go 
crazy, the pilot really does not know what to do.

Some say, “So what, if the wings going to look after 
it why do I need to know?” Bad mistake!

One day you will need to be the pilot in charge who 
saves yourself from a nasty accident or a close call. So 
what can we do?

Well, we all have them, they just sit there, taking 
up space in our sheds, cupboards and garages, yep 
that’s right… Get those old wings out of their bags, take 
them down to the paddock, jump into that old training 
harness that hasn’t seen the light of day for years and 
ground-handle, ground-handle and then ground-handle 
some more.

You’ll be amazed how those skills you had and the 
command you had over that older wing have faded 
enough to cause you trouble.

Compare the two and get it clear in your head, 
re-learn those skills you once had, but may now be a 
bit rusty with. Control that dropping wing tip, that slow 

progress to flight angle, that over-shoot – all those 
things the new shiny Rolls Royce wing just does itself.

Then get that new state-of-the-art wing out and 
give it the ground-handling once over it deserves. What 
you’ll find is re-learning those old skills you had with 
the so-called old style pillowcase will sharpen your 
understanding of the new rocket ship you fly now.

Do the research, speak to the manufacturers about 
the technology, the design that is giving that new wing 
its outstanding safety features.

This way you can make sure it is you who is in control 
of your rocket ship with purpose and skill when your feet 
are off the ground, know why it does what it does even 
if there is very little input from you. Understand what 
makes your rocket ship with tip steering turn the way 
it does.

Get it clear in your head how a speedbar lowers the 
angle of attack and gives you more speed, visualise 
those trimmers being released and how this effectively 
reduces the working surface of the wing, which in turn 
increases wing loading and therefore also increases the 
speed of the wing.

Understand that in a tight, increasing turn the 
effective wing loading will go up due to the combined 
centrifugal forces of you body and motor and therefore 
your stall speed is also increasing.

A lot of these things are paragliding/paramotoring 
101, but we forget, because that new rocket ship wing 
is just so easy to handle and fly.

The true measure 
of a pilot is not 
only in his/her epic 
flights, but his/hers 
knowledge and ability 
to understand the 
mechanics of this 
wonderful concept of 
flight and, in this case, 
paramotoring flight.

If you are like me 
and constantly want 
to know why things 
do what they do or you 
are just that passenger 

who goes along for the so-called ride while accepting 
everything happily ‘as is’, either way, for safety’s sake, 
spend some time refreshing all those pilot 101s and 
tech skills so your weekend flying will not only be epic 
but safe.

Having great skills and understanding means you can 
reach further and further to the sky for adventure and 
fun, but most importantly, do it safely – not only you, 
but others who share the sky with you.

Once you’ve had your feet off the ground, your 
eyes will be forever skyward. I hope to see you all with 
altitude below you and smiles on your dials soon. All the 
best for the remainder of 2015 flying season. 

P
aramotor wings are now a lot like modern cars, 
really all you have to know is how to start the 
new car and it will be drivable and very safe in 

almost all conditions.
You know, you’re driving down the road and you hit 

the brakes too hard and the car basically sorts itself out, 
or you hit the gas and the wheels start to spin, but once 
again the car sorts it out.

Now we know its all that computing power and 
sensors placed all around the car that are actually doing 
the work for the driver, basically all the mistakes the 
driver makes, the car will for the most part make up for.

What’s this got to do with flying you may well ask?
Well, in the good old days, a pilot had to develop 

great skills in wing control for launching, flying and 
landing. If you were slow to learn, you would pay the 
price over and over with failed launches, hairy flights and 
the regular crash landing.

You know the pun: Any landing you walk away from is 
a good one! We all used that as an excuse for poor skills!

Back then the great benefit of developing these 
skills meant you had a keen understanding of how a 
wing worked and how you could coax it into doing what 
you needed it to do, but most importantly understand 
why things didn’t work out as planned. Things like 
knowing when to push against those risers just that bit 
more to keep the wing progressing up to the flight angle 
on launch, which side riser to maintain the pressure for 
that split second longer to get the wing centred before 
applying full power, moving forward and sideways in a 
smooth progression to centre the wing and achieve a 
successful and well managed launch or brakes, when and 
how much to apply to keep that wing right in the sweet 

spot so a continuous and fluid launch was achieved. All 
this was just to get off the ground for the epic flight you 
were planning on doing.

Then the bit that is mandatory in all aviation, the 
landing: You line up the spot you plan to land on, adjust 
your glide, slowly round out the flare, so you touch down 
with as little forward speed as possible without popping 
at the end and avoiding having to step off from four foot 
in the air.

All these skills made you a great pilot who could 
demonstrate a technique exactly to a fledgling pilot who 
would gratefully soak up your skill.

I see now that modern wings have gone down 
the path of modern cars and through design are now 
compensating for pilots’ poor skills and deficiencies.

Wings have the ability to save the crappy launch, 
which is a great thing, but let’s the pilot off the hook, 
giving a false sense of security and invincibility.

Fine Motor Skills
The PICO Club Column [www.thepico.com.au]

Acquiring

#6: Who’s piloting this wing?
As a paraglider pilot who learnt to fly on the first wings such as Airman and Black 
Magics, Apexes, I can’t believe that our wings have come so far.

by Mike Forwood, SSO
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It was a great turn out with different RAA planes, a 
warbird… and even a trike flew in.

The airpark developers organised a navigation 
competition with spot landings on the Saturday, 
which was good fun for everyone. Competitors had to 
calculate, in minutes and seconds, the time it would 
take them to take off from Maryborough airport, fly 
across to Kingfisher Resort on Fraser Island, fly back 
across the straits to Goodwin Field (Hervey Bay airpark, 
another proposed joint venture airpark by the same 
developer) for a spot landing touch and go, then back to 
Maryborough airport for a second spot landing. Points 

were deducted for each metre from the spot landing 
marks and each second from the nominated time. 

Kev went up as passenger to Stewart in his Airborne 
912 and I went as passenger in a Cessna 172. Our 
Cessna overtook Stewart on the way to Kingfisher Bay, 
but Stewart’s trike was not very far behind us when we 
landed back at Maryborough.

There were around 25 different aircraft of various 
speeds and capabilities. The weather was warm and 
sunny, but quite thermic en-route during the task.

Well done Stewart for achieving a very creditable 
second place! 

A definite win for the trikes, I think most of the other 
pilots were very surprised at the outcome. It was a good 
exercise and great PR for the trikes.

On Sunday, we had two more trikes fly in from 
Gympie, so we were able to have a chat to Bob and Dave 
before going for a fly with Stewart and Doug, who flew 
alongside us in his 912s powered SeaRay amphibian. 

A great weekend for the Aero Club, the airpark 
developers and most of all for everyone who flew in  
and enjoyed the great weather and hospitality of our 
local area.  

The Maryborough skies were buzzing after the developers of 

the proposed airpark arranged for a Saturday fly-in with buses 

to take everyone to the Hervey Bay Seafood Festival on Sunday 

morning. The Aero Club organised a BBQ lunch for all, as well as 

an evening meal for those camping or staying locally overnight.

by Carole MacNally
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Maryborough Airpark Fly-in
Queensland, 8 to 9 August

Local hero Stewart gets second place

Chatting to Bob and Dave from Gympie

Maryborough Aero Club

When we explained we were happy to do a 
course anywhere, anytime... it was just 
a matter of finding a venue. It all fell into 

place when we found ourselves at a great new venue at 
Gympie Aeroclub with a full course of eight people, and 
another course booked for early November at our home 
venue Maryborough, QLD.

The weather was perfect (we were in SE Queensland 
after all). A big ‘thank you’ to Tony Hanlon, Gympie 
Aeroclub President, for allowing us to use their facilities. 
We have been invited back, anytime we have enough 
people for another course, so contact us if you are 
interested (we have three on the waiting list already).

For details of future courses, we are now using 
the HGFA Forums (in the members’ area of the HGFA 
website), so keep an eye out and email us to go on our 
waiting list.

After the course, we had some spare time on Monday 
morning, before making our way home, so we went 
back to Gympie airport to talk through the carb balance 
procedure with Dave, for his Revo. The procedure is a 
little more difficult than for the Airborne trikes, due to a 
different cable set-up for the throttle and choke. 

Visiting trike on Saturday morning

WM/Rotax Maintenance Course
Gympie, 3 to 4 October 2015

Great weather for a course in sunny Queensland

WM/Rotax Maintenance 
Numbers To Date:

Number attended seminars:  27 
Number attended maintenance courses:  182
Total attendees:  209
Number of HGFA Endorsements attained:  98

Upcoming WM/Rotax 
Maintenance courses: 
➲➲ Strathalbyn, SA – 17-18 October 2015 (Sat/Sun).
➲➲  Maryborough airport (YMYB), QLD – 7-8 November 

2015 (Sat/Sun).
➲➲  Lake Macquarie airport (YLMQ), NSW – 30 November 

to 1 December 2015 (Mon/Tues).
➲➲ Albany, WA – 6-7 February 2016 (Sat/Sun).

It is amazing how these courses happen. A quick ‘hello’ at the 

Maryborough fly-in was all it took for Bob to ask the question 

“when are you going to be doing a course in this area?” 

by Carole MacNally

Full course for Gympie, SE Queensland

After the course,  
Dave completes a Carb 
Synch on his Revo
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To begin with, the garlic soup I made on our first 
evening ensured Dracula did not come near us, 
the wild bears all stayed away and the Roma 

had better things to do than covet our luggage. Instead, 
we only met open and friendly Romanians who helped 
us and sped us on our way for an incident free journey.

We decided to leave from Baia Mare in the north 
and cross the Carpathian mountains in the south. The 
Carpathian stretches from Chechnya over Ukraine to 

Romania. Since camping is not allowed in Chechnya and 
Ukraine seemed too dangerous at the time, we decided 
to visit Romania.

We began our preparation last winter, reducing total 
equipment weight down to approximately 20kg each, 
including water and food. The mountains do not form a 
continuous chain in Romania, unlike in the Alps, instead 
we had to follow a collection of ridges and hills. We used 
a GPS Open Source Chart for navigation, which worked 
extremely well. In addition, Tomy saved all known take-
offs into his GPS Navi. 

Each day, once we’d arrived at base, we’d orient 
ourselves before planning our day’s path using the 
following criteria:
1. What’s the wind direction? (usually SW 15km/h)
2. Where is a continuous ridge line?
3. What are the landing possibilities: 
 a) is the LZ near a town/road? 
 b) is there a way up to the next start point? 
 c)  if the LZ is near a hill, is it a promising take-off  

and is there water nearby?
4. Where is the next high take-off point?

Tomy then flew his Triton 2 Light ahead, and  
I followed on my Mentor 3 Light XXXS as best I could. If 
we landed on a hill, we slept in our tent. If we landed in 
the valley, we tried to reach the next take-off point as 

Hike & Fly Romania

“You want to go to Romania? Isn’t that 

dangerous?” – is what we were asked when 

we announced we would visit one of Europe’s 

poorer nations. We wanted to decide this for 

ourselves – as usual from the air, of course. 

by Vera Polaschegg, Nova Pilots Team  
(translation by Suzy Gneist)

Travelling by train from 
Gleisdorf to Baia Mare

To avoid bombing out on the 
wrong side of a valley, Vera top 

lands on a plateau instead

34 SKYSAILOR

We had one solar panel for re-charging our camera and phone

Tomy and Vera at the end of another long and beautiful day

The mist made orientation difficult in the unfamiliar territory

Having fun soaring the end of the ridge

Left: We tried to follow any ridges we could find. Northern Rumania 
has mostly hills – and a lot more forested than the mountains

On the way to our next launch 

It looks flat, is flat, but it worked!

Typical Romanian church in the village of Leud

Trying on traditional Romanian costumes

Sometimes, when we were in a hurry, Tomy carried my rucksack  
– making for a combined weight of about 38kg on his shoulders

Take-off at 4:30pm, a little late but still encountering 4m/s!

One friendly host promised to drive us to the next mountain the 
following morning, to remind us he would pick us up at 8am, he 
pulled up next to our tent… with unfortunate consequences

We ate mostly freeze 
dried travel food for 
dinner – just add hot 
water, wait a few minutes 
and it’s ready to eat!

Even this little stream was marked on Tomy’s open source GPS map!

Vera

All photos: Courtesy Vera Polaschegg and Nova 
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Our only official launch site next to Baia Mare on the first day

We like the Romanians because they offered us two handfuls of delicious blackberries after a frustrating bomb-out

Chalk burning, the traditional way

Traditional Romanian cheese, I could smell  
it everywhere even if I couldn’t see it
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Saved! Just when my shoulders began to hurt after seven hours of 
hiking with a 20kg pack and we hadn’t found a guesthouse, this kind 
woman invited us to stay the night at her house. Breakfast was fresh 
milk from their own cow, eggs, sausages, honey, cake, jam and 
bread to top up our calories

quickly as possible, most often by hitchhiking. Since 
Romania is a relatively cheap destination, we could even 
afford the odd taxi to get us to the next hill, saving us a 
long hot walk on occasion.

We walked between four and seven hours per day 
before dark, usually on good paths and as far as we 
could get. Regarding flying forecasts, Windyty often 
proved to be wrong – after one 35km/h Windyty 
forecast, our friend Sandro messaged us from home with 
much concern and Tomy could reassure him only with 
difficulty. Wind speeds usually increased nearer to the 
ground and were much lower at base, sometimes as high 
as 3500m. My strongest recorded lift was 5m/sec on 1 
September. At this time of year, it was often difficult to 
get away from the lower slopes – something we both 

experienced at least once.
Unfortunately, we did 

not reach the southern 
end of the Carpathians, the 
Fargaras Mountains, due to 
an approaching cold front. 
It left us with a reason to 
come back another time 
– we’re already looking 
forward too it! 

Courtesy of Nova website [https://teamblog.nova.eu/
rumanien-aus-der-luft/].

Cooking with a Primus: One 
litre in less than a minute! A typical landing situation, Tomy liked the Rumanians  

because their English was often worse than his

A great experience and we will be back to travel the southern part of the Carpates soon

All photos: Courtesy Vera Polaschegg and Nova
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rough air was especially useful 
for X-Alps winner Chrigel 
Maurer and runner up rookie 
Sebastian Huber as they flew 
over 1000km in just seven 
days in challenging conditions.

C o m p u t e r - a n a l y s e d 
structural weight optimisa-

tion is an Advance state-of-the-art method used in all its serial wings. This technology 
was further refined for the Omega X-Alps – specifically directed at achieving minimum 
weight. The use of fabric inside the wing has been considerably pared down. New, 
multiple slash diagonals are narrower than ever and the Ripstop weave of every strip 
exactly aligned with the computed tension vector. This achieves maximum robustness, 
shape stability and lifespan. A further indication of a strong structure for 
such a light glider is that the 8g load test was based on 150kg as 
opposed to its certified stated max weight.

The Omega X-Alps is an easy performance 
wing in the lower EN/LTF D area. Pilot 
requirements are similar to those 
for an Omega 8. 

RRP is $5400. 

Available in one colour only and two sizes (22 and 24) from 75 to 110kg. For 
more information contact the importer: Godfrey Wenness, 02 67856545, <godfrey@
flymanilla.com> or see [www.advance.ch] for more.

Manilla Paragliding

The 2016 USHGA 
Calendars Are Ready!
The US hang gliding 
and paragliding 2016 
wall calendars are now 
available for sale from 
the USHPA store [www.
ushpastore.com]. 

Beth Van Eaton, USHPA

Moyes Comp News
Fine result for Moyes at the 2015 
Pre-European Championships in 
Krusevo, Macedonia: First Elio Cataldi 
(Italy) on Moyes RX4 and 1st Woman 
and in ninth place overall, Alexandra 
Serebrennikova (Russia) on RX3. Third 
Balazs Ujhelyi (Hungary) on RS4.

Clean sweep for the Women’s with Moyes Girls 
first, second and third: Congratulations to Alexandra 
Serebrennikova (Russia, RX 3), Francoise Dieuzeide-Banet 
(France Moyes, RX 3) and Yoko Isomoto (Japan RX 3.5). 

Full results at [https://airtribune.com/euhg2015/
results/task929/…/overall_c1].

STOP PRESS:  Canungra Classic Results
Congratulations to the winners of the 
Canungra Classic 2015:
1 Attila Bertok (Moyes RX5)
2 Jonny Durand (Moyes RX3.5)
3 Glen McFarlane (Wills Wing T2C)
Women’s:
1 Corinna Schwiegershausen (Moyes RX3)
Sports Class:
1 Lisa Bradley (Aeros Discus)

Vicki Cain, Moyes Gliders

From The HGFA
Supervised Pilot Flight Log – Changes
There has been an increasing number of accidents where 
the pilot in command (PIC) is found to be the holder 
of a ‘Supervised’ certificate, and has also been found 
to be flying without the required direct supervision 
of an Instructor, Senior Safety Officer, Safety Officer 
or appropriately rated Duty Pilot, as is required in our 
Operation Manual.

A number of these accidents have caused serious 
injury and in two cases, the death of the pilot.

In all cases, if the pilots had been flying with the 
appropriate supervision, they would probably still be 
amongst us, enjoying the privileges of flight and life...

Due to this non-compliance, upon attaining a 
Supervised Certificate, the pilot will now be supplied 
with a Supervised Pilot Flight Logbook.

All Supervised Pilots will be required to make a 
flight log entry for each and every flight made. The 
name and signature of the supervising Instructor, Senior 
Safety Officer (SSO), Safety Officer (SO) or appropriately 
rated Duty Pilot, must be gained for each flight, to 
maintain compliance to the regulations for a ‘Supervised’ 
certificate holder.

Failure to gain the supervisors name and signature, 
will result in the flight not counting towards future 
qualifications and possible disciplinary action for 
breaches of the Operations Manual.

There are a few important points to be made:
1.  Upon issuing a Supervised Certificate, the Instructor 

(FTF) must direct the newly signed-off Supervised 
Pilot to an appropriate Club and/or SSO, in the region 
where the pilot lives and intends to fly.

This will not only help the new pilot but will also 
assist local clubs in the administration of their sites.

2.  Clubs must make sure that all contact names, 
numbers and information on the HGFA website is up 
to date and regularly checked.

Club administrators can do this by logging in to 
the Members Area of the HGFA website and then 
selecting ‘Club Details’ in the left hand column. From 
there updates can be made.

3.  An Instructor or SSO issuing an Intermediate 
Certificate must sight and check the Supervised Pilot 
Flight Log, confirming the acquisition of supervisor 
names and signatures, for all flights and any other 
compliance obligations 

4.  Supervised Pilots must produce their Supervised 
Pilot Flight Log upon request by any Instructor, SSO, 
SO or CASA Authorised Officer.

5.  Any pilots already holding a ‘Supervised’ (or 
Restricted) certificate, have until the 30th of 
November 2015 to attain the Intermediate rating. 
After that date, any pilot still holding a Supervised 
(or Restricted) certificate will be supplied with a 
Supervised Pilot Flight Logbook and must comply 
with all the requirements for its use.
Fly safe and remember: It’s better to be on the 

ground wishing you were in the air, than in the air 
wishing you were on the ground...

Feedback: Questions and/or feedback regarding 
HGFA Operations or Management are welcome! Please 
feel free to email the HGFA Committee <committee@
hgfa.asn.au>.

Brett Coupland, HGFA Ops Manage

Safety News
Airborne Service Bulletin: Hinged Battens
Please take time to read the online bulletin and pass it 
on to other Airborne pilots, available at [www.airborne.
com.au/images/aw_directives/SB-019.pdf] or through 
our facebook page at [www.facebook.com/airborne.
microlights.hanggliders.gyrocopters].

Please contact <spares@airborne.com.au>, or 02 
4944 9199 if you require any replacement batten ends.

Airborne

Technical Advisory: Round Uprights Wire Wear
A potential problem with the bottom upright fitting 
on gliders with round uprights has been bought to our 
attention. Wear has occurred on the slot the ball swage 
fits into.

Inspection: Whenever an upright is broken or bent 
it may cause damage to the top and bottom upright 
fittings, these parts should be inspected closely and 
replaced at any sign of wear or damage.

Service requirement: Replace bottom upright fitting 
after 300 hours or if wire slot widens to greater than 
4.8 mm. It is now mandatory to replace the fitting when 
the opening exceeds 4.8mm or after 300 hours airtime.

More information and photos at [www.moyes.com.
au/articles/technical-advisory].

Moyes Gliders

Product News
Advance Releases Omega X-Alps  
– The Winning Glider
After a historical 1-2 finish at the recent Red Bull X-Alps, 
Advance has released the Omega X-Alps as a production 
model. The regular EN-D certified High Performance 
glider weighs only 3.4kg (size 22) and incorporates all 
the latest technology.

The Omega X-Alps plays its best cards while 
accelerated in turbulent air. The pilot then enjoys the 
advantages of high structural stability with balanced 
pitch behaviour. The exceptional top speed available in 
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to 6pm, 31 December. Welcome briefing at HQ at 8:30pm 31 
December (New Year’s Eve!). Presentation: 9 January. Contact: 
Vicki Cain <moyes@moyes.com.au>.

Manilla XC Camp 2016
30 January to 6 February

Mt Borah, Manilla NSW. Free event for XC pilots of all levels. 
Informal distances are scored using your choice of online 
system or straight line Open Distance off your GPS. Come 
for as many days as you like, fly as far as you can, fly with 
and learn from some of the best XC pilots. Many pilots 
achieve PBs in Manilla each year. Mt Borah has four huge 
astroturfed launches for nearly all wind directions, easy 
landings, developed for the 2007 Worlds. The Manilla area 
offers some of the world’s safest XC flying for all pilot levels, 
from novice to expert, with some thermalling experience. 
Daily weather briefings by Godfrey Wenness, tips and trick 
sessions, campfire discussions, regular day prizes and scoring 
updates in all classes (Fun/Sport/Serial). Open Class gliders 
are welcome to attend but won’t be scored. Camping ($10/
night, $12/night powered), cabins available on site, cafe and 
licensed bar, two camp kitchens, BBQ, swimming pool. Contact: 
<godfrey@flymanilla.com>.

February
NZ PG Open Series – Kiwi Open 2016
8 to 14 February

Mt Borah, Manilla. FAI Cat2 event. The Kiwis are coming, please 
reserve your entry early as the event will fill up. The Kiwi Open 
is the first leg of the NZ Paragliding Open series. Entry fee: 
NZ$150/165/200 depending on timing, included are entry 
pack, mid-week BBQ and prize giving dinner. Max. 120 pilots. 
Run in accordance with NZHGPA competition rules. For more 
information and registration: [www.kiwiopen.com].

Bright Open
20 to 27 February

Bright, VIC. Sanction FAI Cat 2, HGFA AAA. Website [www.
brightopen.org].

NZ PG Open Series – Round 2 2016
26 February to 5 March

Nelson, NZ. The Tasman HG and PG Club (THGPC) is hosting 
Round 2 of the NZ PG Nationals. This is the second of two 
FAI Cat2 competitions for the NZ 2016 season. The comp 
HQ will be the Tahuna Beach Kiwi Holiday Park [http://
tahunabeachholidaypark.co.nz/] and special eight-night 
accommodation deals apply (use promo code: PG Open when 
booking). For more information on pilot requirements and 
to book you place visit [www.pgopen.org.nz/]. Book by 30 
December 2015 to receive the earlybird discount and free 
T-shirt.

March
NSW Weekend Warriors Series 2015/16
Round 4: 5/6 March (Reserve 12/13 March)

Please see earlier entry for all details. Contact: James 
Thompson on 02 4946 8680 or <jamesflys@gmail.com>.

Paragliding State of Origin 2016
25 to 27 March (Easter)

Mt Borah, Manilla, NSW. A great way for novices to get 
into comp and XC flying in a fun and safe way. The comp 
promotes skills and safety and is based on flying crews 
(five-pilot teams, one Adv, two Nov pilots plus two other). Get 
your crew together. Handicapping used for scoring. C-Grade 
sanction. Requirements: Reserve, UHF radio, three hours XC 
flights outside of licence course, XC course recommended. 
Comp fee: $30 (earlybird $25 before 11/3/16). Register at 
[www.ozparaglidingcomps.com/], [http://vomoir.com/npc/ 
 

state_of_origin.html] for info and pilot pack. Contact: James 
Thompson on 02 4946 8680 or <jamesflys@gmail.com>.

Flatter than the Flatlands
25 to 28 March (Easter) 

Birchip, VIC. Join the 24rd Flatter than the Flatlands XC 
towing competition conducted over the four-day Easter long 
weekend. Entry fee: $80, includes daily prizes, presentation 
BBQ, scoring, goal beers and lots of fun. GPS and parachute 
required. Discount available for teams with a first time pilot. 
Contact: Wesley <wesleyianhill@yahoo.com.au>.

April
Dalby Big Air 2016
10 to 16 April

Dalby, QLD. Practice day: 9 April. Comp days: 10 to and 
including 16 April. Cost: $475, total, incl. $75 registration fee 
non-refundable. Registration closes 10 March 2016. More at 
[dalbybigair.com]. 

2015
November

Forbes Big Spring Sports Class 
Championships 2015

1 to 7 November

A full week of fun flying planned this spring for the inaugural 
Forbes Big Spring Sports Class Championships! Come out 
and hook into some spring thermals at the site of the 1998 
and 2013 HG World Champs. FAI Sanctioned Sports Class HG 
competition, with Sports and Floater classes. Practice day: 
31 Oct. Pilots of all experience are welcome, whether it’s 
your first comp or you just want to get some serious airtime. 
Prize money: $1000 for 1st , 2nd and 3rd! Registration and 
more info at [www.forbesflatlands.com]. Contact: Vicki Cain 
<moyes@moyes.com.au>.

NSW Weekend Warriors Series 2015/16
Round 2: 14/15 November (Reserve 21/22 Nov)

Please see earlier entry for all details. Contact: James 
Thompson on 02 4946 8680 or <jamesflys@gmail.com>.

December
NSW Weekend Warriors Series 2015/16
Round 3: 5/6 December (Reserve 12/13 Dec)

Please see earlier entry for all details. Contact: James 
Thompson on 02 4946 8680 or <jamesflys@gmail.com>.

The Pico ‘Knowsley’ Fly-in
11 to 13 December

Knowsley, VIC. Held at a private property with 100 acres of 
open launch areas in country Victoria, only 40km from Bendigo. 
XC flights to the gorgeous Lake Eppalock, the majestic Mt 
Camel and beyond. Launch site is privately owned and space 
to pitch your tent or park your caravan will be available. Great 
take-off areas (downhill and grassed), beautiful scenery and 
a terrific PPG site. All PPG and PHG pilots welcome. More at 
[www.thepico.com.au].

2016
January

Forbes Flatlands HG Championships 2016
1 to 9 January

Forbes Airport, NSW. FAI Cat2 AAA. Registration and welcome 
party: 31 Dec 2015. Eight days of flying (2-9 Jan) plus one 
practice day (1 Jan). Four classes: Open, Women’s*, A-Grade* 
(*incl. pilots never placed in the top 100 in FAI WPRS ranking 
and will fly and be scored in Open Class as well) and Sport (will 
have their own task set each day). Trophies: All four classes 
plus the Forbes Council encouragement award. Requirements: 
well maintained HG and harness, GPS or GPS/vario, tow release 
and bridle, recently repacked parachute, helmet, current HGFA 
membership, VHF rating and equipment, aerotow rating. Cost: 
Get in early and pay less: $300 paid before 7 Nov, $350 before 
7 Dec, $400 after 7 Dec, $450 paid on 31 Dec, plus $400 tow 
fee (incl. site fee). Includes unlimited tows, awesome flying, 
fun, welcome and presentation meals. Aerotow: Organised 
by Bill Moyes himself. Retrieves: Arrange your own retrieval 
team – we can help with matchmaking, just contact us. HQ: 
Forbes Sports & Recreation Club, Lachlan St, Forbes NSW 
2871. Schedule: Registration at HQ from 10am to 12pm and 4 

Murray Holmes on his way to work at Karumba in far NW Queens-
land. Nothing like a bit of ‘Morning Glory’ first thing in the morning!

Photo: Courtesy Chris Holmes

Nova Mentor 4 Light – The Ultralight All-Rounder
In time for the beginning of the hike & fly season, 
Nova releases the lightweight version of the Mentor 4. 
The wing has been on a radical diet: available in four 
sizes from XXS to M (all-up weight from 55 to 110kg), 
it weighs only 3.25 to 3.9kg – with an equally small 
packing volume. All this with the proven Mentor 4 flying 
characteristics and performance.

The Mentor generations offer a balanced and 
successful package of real life performance, passive 
safety and flying fun. The Mentor 4 and its new 
lightweight version continue this trend. The main 
difference between the standard and light version 
is weight and packing volume. It is possible to feel 
the reduced canopy weight during take-off: The 
Mentor 4 light inflates and rises even easier. All other 
characteristics remain virtually identical. It is, however, 
not suitable for beginners or occasional pilots.

Yet the Mentor 4 light is a real champion in versatility: 
Perfect for vol bivouac, hike & fly, participating in 
competitions like the X-Alps, the Bordairline or just for 
travelling with a light fully fledged, XC-suitable wing.

Further information at [www.nova.eu]. All sizes 
are already certified (EN and LTF B). Test flights can be 
arranged through local dealers.

Till Gottbrath, Nova

Book: The Kiwi in Emuland – Fair Dinkum! 
An account of Kathy’s 
two-year journey 
around Australia with 
her microlight aircraft 
in tow. Born in New 
Zealand, Kathy was 
Western Australia’s 
f irst female micro-
light licensed pilot. 
She achieved this at 
aged 48. Read about 
the many challenges 

encountered on her journey, between 2001 and 2002. 
Kindle Edition now available from [http://www.amazon.
com/ The-Kiwi-Emuland-Fair-Dinkum-ebook/dp/
B00SKKWZI2].

Kathy Little
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2015
July
Speed Wing Accident
Date of incident: 29-07-2015
Location:  Dromana, VIC
Accident type:  Recreational
Phase of flight: Take off
Pilot nationality:  Australian
Pilot gender:  Male
Pilot qualifications:  None
Pilot new to site: No
Pilot new to operation: No
Aircraft type:  PG
Aircraft make/model:  Swing hybrid
Parachute fitted/ 
deployed:  Unknown/no
Site type:  Coastal
Site rating:  Restricted
Site location/name:  Dromana Quarry 

Not a designated 
site/disused quarry

Launch type:  Cliff
Landing type:  Site, non-LZ
Turbulence:  Unknown
Damage:  Unknown
Injury:   Broken left 

ankle, left tibia, 
compound 
fracture, left 
fibular compound 
fracture, broken 
left femur

Details:
Pilot failed a forward launch at a disused 
quarry. Glider inflated correctly, pilot had 
no chance of aborting launch, as the pilot 
launched with partial canopy inflation and 
canopy turned pilot into cliff.

September

No Separation From Public
Date of incident: 13-09-2015
Location: Bateau Bay, NSW
Accident type:  Recreational flying complaint
Phase of flight:  Take off
Aircraft type: HG
Aircraft make/model:  Moyes Malibu 166
Year of Manufacture: 2010
Airframe hours: 350
Parachute fitted/ 
deployed: Yes/no
Site type:  Coastal
Site rating:  Restricted
Site location/name: Central Coast, Crackneck Lookout
Launch type:  Steep
Landing type:  Nominated LZ
Wind direction/speed: Headwind, 12kt
Temperature:  24ºC
Turbulence:  Light

Damage: None
Injury: None

Details: 
Club has allowed alterations that don’t comply with 
public separation rules, rendering the site unsafe to 
use with no ability to keep safe clearance.

October

Tip Stall During Coastal Landing
Date of incident:  23-10-2014
Time of incident:  14:00 AWST
Location:  Perth, Leightons Beach, WA
Accident type:  Recreational
Phase of flight:  Landing
Pilot nationality:  AUS
Pilot age/gender:  46, male
Pilot qualifications:  Advanced
Pilot total flying:  576 hours
Last 90 days:  0.5 hours
Experience on aircraft: 160 hours
New to site: Yes
New to operation: No
Aircraft type:  HG
Aircraft make/model:  Moyes LS 4
Year of Manufacture:  2003
Airframe hours:  280
Parachute fitted/ 
deployed: No/no
Site type : Coastal
Site rating:  Advanced
Launch type : Gentle
Landing type:  Nominated LZ

Wind direction/speed  Headwind, 18-22kt
Temperature:  24ºC
Turbulence:  Moderate
Damage:  Broken LHS upright
Injury:  Fractured pelvis (RHS) and 

dislocated shoulder (LHS)

Details:
After a clean launch and several passes, the air 
became mildly lumpy. I stayed high and flew for 
another 10 minutes before experiencing reduced lift 
as the wind had swung more northly. 

I headed back to the LZ. The conditions were still 
lumpy and now more crossed, but safe enough for 
passes. It took three passes in front of the launch 
to reach the height for a landing approach. I started 
my approach for the top-landing area. This involved 
dropping into hang, a 270-degree turn – off of the 
dune – and a short crosswind base leg. After a shallow 
turn at approximately 35ft above the LZ and at 
the position I had hoped to be in, wings level, I felt 
significant, evenly spread sink. My bar pressure before 
hitting sink was about best glide position. I eased the 
bar in as I sank 10ft. Bar pressure was reduced and 
felt more like sink and less like a mild (even) stall. 

With the bar in further, but still without a lot of bar 
pressure, the left wing stalled. The drop was dramatic 
and I began to spiral in at about 25ft. The glider turned 
160º before I touched down hard on my feet, tailwind, 
with jogging-pace ground speed. I did not let go of 
the uprights. My right leg pushed into the back of my 
pelvis fracturing it. If I had let go of the uprights, I may 
have avoided dislocating my shoulder. 
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Human Factors
Air (the environment) -Man (I’m safe) -Ship (the aircraft)

I’M SAFE
Illness? 
Do I have an illness or any symptoms of an illness or disorder?

Medication and other drugs?
Have I been taking or mixing prescription, over-the-counter or recreational drugs?

Stress?
Am I under psychological pressure from my job or personal circumstances?
Am I worried about financial matters, health problems or family matters?

Alcohol?
Have I been consuming alcohol within the previous eight hours? 

Is my blood alcohol level less than 0.02? 
Would my average alcohol consumption be greater than ‘very low risk’? 

Fatigue?
Am I tired or inadequately rested?

Eating and Drinking?
Am I adequately nourished and hydrated?
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0428 666843 <andrew@poliglide.com>; 
PR: Jan Smith 0438 876926 <jansmith.
cloudnine@gmail.com>. Meetings: Byron Bay 
RSL Club, 7pm, 2nd Fri/month.

NSW Sky Hawks
Pres: Brett Coupland 0409 162616 <brett@
ppgaustralia.com>; V-Pres: Tony Dennis 0418  
574068 <fly@trikefan.com>; Sec: William 
Olive 0412 423133 <William.Olive@hne 
health.nsw.gov.au>; Trs: John Jablonskis 
0407 935785 <johnjj27@hotmail.com>.

The Pico Club Inc. (Paramotor Club)
[www.thepico.com.au]. Pres: Andrew 
Shipley 0407 511451; V-Pres: Justin Shaw 
0407 884351 <jkshaw1@gmail.com>; Sec: 
Jos Weemaes 0488 693788; Trs: Andrew 
McCarthy <natmarks@tpg.com.au>; PO: Jeff 
Hoffmann 0429 206233 <jandlhoffman@
bigpond.com>; Web: Andrew Shipley 0407 
511451 <andrewshipley@netspace.net.au>.

Stanwell Park Hang Gliding & Paragliding Club
PO Box 258 Helensburgh NSW 2508, [www.
flystanwell.com]; Pres: Yianie Tiliacos 
0422 776060 <yts@exemail.com.au>; 
V-Pres: Martin Wysocki 0409 959691 
<hollywood@hollywoodparagliding.com>; 
Sec: Dave Bateman 0414 845587 <dave@
davebatemanphoto.com>; Trs: John Scicluna 
0404 070702 <jps_64@yahoo.com>; 
SSO: Mark Mitsos 0408 864083 <SSO@
flystanwell.com>.

Sydney Hang Gliding Club
[www.sydneyhangglidingclub.org.au] <shgc 
@live.com.au>. Pres/SO: Ken Stothard 
<kstothar@optusnet.com.au>; V-Pres: Vicki 
Cain <Vicki@moyes.com.au>; Sec: Bruce 
Wynne <bwynne@bigpond.net.au>; Trs: John 
Selby <jselby@pivit.net.au>; SSO: Doug Sole 
<dougsole@optusnet.com.au>; Snr 1st Aid: 
Martin Wielecki <lastradaphoto@hotmail.
com>. Meetings: Juniors @ the Junction, Anzac 
Pde, Maroubra, 8pm 3rd Wed/month.

Sydney Paragliding & Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 840, Mona Vale NSW 2103 [www.
flysydney.org]. Pres: Kirsten Seeto 0450 
887857 <kirsten.flys@gmail.com>; V-Pres: 
Martin Joyce 0411 407974 <cemjoy@gmail.
com>; Sec: Nicholas Loveday 0434 057727 
<nicholas.loveday@me.com>; Trs: Sundra 
John <sundrajohn@gmail.com>; Committee: 
Sarah Pitchford, James Mills, Greg Hurst, David 
Holmes; SSO-PG: David Holmes 0408 366505 
<ny_studios@hotmail.com>; SSO-PPG: Brett 
Coupland 0409 162616 <brett@ppgaustralia.
com>; SSO-HG: Rohan Taylor 0425 268080 
<rohantaylor@yahoo.com>. Meeting: Harbord 
Bowling Club, Bennett St, Freshwater, 7pm, 1st 
Tue/month (except January).

Queensland
Caboolture Microlight Club
50 Oak Place, Mackenzie QLD 4156. Pres: 
Derek Tremain 07 33957563 <derekjo@gil.
com.au>; Sec: John Cresswell 07 34203254 
<crezzi@lineone.net>; SO: Graham Roberts 
07 32676662 <trike@tpg.com.au>.

Cairns Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 661 Smithfield QLD 4878 <flying@
cairnshangglidingclub.org>, [www.cairnshang 
glidingclub.org]. Pres: Vanessa Spark 
 
 

 <maxidog6@bigpond.com>; Sec: Tracey Hayes 
<info@azurephotography.com.au>; Trs: Daniel 
Keech <dkeech1@hotmail.com>; Committee: 
Ted Powell, Brod Osborne, Joe Reyes.

Canungra Hang Gliding Club Inc.
PO Box 41, Canungra QLD 4275; [www.chgc. 
asn.au]. Pres: Sim Bailey 0418 440117 
<president@chgc.asn.au>; V-Pres/SSO HG: 
Ken Hill 0418 188655 <vicepresident@
chgc.asn.au>; Sec/ Grants Officer: Gregory 
Moczynski 0438 253685 <secretary@chgc.
asn.au>; Trs: Steve Monson 0407 597096 
<treasurer@chgc.asn.au>; Grants Officer:  
Matt Cage 0410 589800; SSO PG: Phil Hystek 
0418 155317, 07 55434000 (h), Brandon 
O’Donnell 0416 089889.

Capricornia Paraflyers Inc
C/O Shayne Towers-Hammond, 3 Waterline 
Way, Rosslyn QLD 4703. Pres/SSO: 
Shayne Towers-Hammond 0434 544148 
<shayne.16@hotmail.com>; Sec: Bill 
Gonch; Trs: Fraser Strain; SOs: Fraser 
Strain, Kent Gosden; CFI: Jean-Luc Lejaille  
<rainbow_flyer@hotmail.com> 0418 754157.

Central Queensland Skyriders Club Inc.
’The Lagoons’ Comet River Rd, Comet QLD  
4702. Pres: Alister Dixon (instructor) 0438  
845119, <apdixon@bigpond.com>; Sec: James  
Lowe 0418 963315 <j.lowe@cqu.edu.au>; 
Trs: Adrienne Wall 07 49362699 <jaw12@
bigpond.com>; Events: Jon Wall 0427 177 
237 <jonathon.a.wall@team.telstra.com>; 
SSO: Bob Pizzey 0439 740187, 07 49387607. 
Towing Biloela: Paul Barry 07 49922865 
<prbarry@tpg.com.au>.

Conondale Cross-Country Club
[www.conondaleflyers.asn.au/] Pres: Shane 
Gingell 0417 619167 <fly@SEQparagliding.
com>; V-Pres: James Barr 0400 774153 
<jimmibarr@gmail.com>; Sec: Brett Jensen 0417 
792840 <jeno72au@yahoo.com>; Trs: Dave Todd 
0400 774153 <Chameleon076@gmail.com>. 

Dalby Hang Gliding Club
13 Cottman St, Buderim QLD 4556. Pres: Bruce 
Crerar <annie.bruce@bigpond.com>; Sec/Trs: 
Annie Crerar 0418 711821 <annie.bruce@
bigpond.com>; SSO: Bruce Crerar.

Duaringa Flying Club Inc.
PO Box 76, Duaringa QLD 4712. Pres: Paul 
Barry 0499 22865 <prbarry@tpg.com.
au>; Sec/Trs: Tim Osborn 0499 310902 
<Timothy.J.Osborn@bigpond.com.au>

Fly Killarney Inc.
[http://fly-killarney.com.au/]. Pres: Scott 
Farrell 0439 754303 <scott308@rocketmail.
com>; V-Pres: Dave Gibbs; Trs/Sec: Paul 
McCullough <plrmcc@yahoo.com.au>.

Paradise Flyers Inc.
Pres: Ben Darke 0418 753220 <ben@water 
bed.com.au>; Sec: Brett Paull 0435 203153 
<101airbourne@gmail.com>; Trs: Grant Cassar 
07 33327535 <grantcassar@iinet.net.au>.

Sunshine Coast Sports Aviators Inc.
PO Box 2399, Noosa Heads, QLD 4561  
[www.sunshinecoastsportsaviators.com. 
au]. Pres: John Vasta <president@sunshine 
coastsportsaviators.com.au>; V-Pres/SSO 
(HG) David Cookman 0427 498573; Sec: Paul 
Green 0412 376719; Trs: Allan Hutchinson 
 

0422 357833; SSOs (PG): Jean-Luc Lejaille 
0418 754157, Shane Gingell 0417 619167, 
Jonny Allen 0438 107518.

Wicked Wings Toowoomba HG & PG Club
[www.wickedwings.com.au]. Pres: Joe 
Colfs 0422 587636 <joe_colfs@hotmail.
com>; V-Pres: Brendan McKenzie, 0401 
769712 <brendan86@live.com.au>; Trs: 
Peter Harding 0427 119314 <peter60@live.
com.au>; Sec: Sonya Fardell 0415 156256. 
<soyafardell@yahoo.com.au>.

Whitsundays Hang Gliding Club
Sec/Trs: Ron Huxhagen 07 49552913, fax: 
07 49555122 <sitework@bigpond.net.au>.

Northern Territory
Alice Springs Paramotoring & Paragliding Club
PO Box 4402, Alice Springs NT 0870. Pres: 
Richard Binstead 0422 956967 <rbinstead@
gmail.com> Sec: Alan Bartlett 0407 105 899.

Victoria
Dynasoarers Hang Gliding Club
<dynasoarers@gmail.com>; Pres: Peter 
Hannah; SSO: Rob van der Klooster 0408 
335559, Jan Bennewitz 0423 139923. 
Meetings: 1st Fri/month, venue see [www.
dynasoarers.vhpa.org.au].

Melbourne Hang Gliding Club Inc.
c/o Johannes Straub, 3/421 Melbourne Rd, 
Newport VIC 3015 [www.mhgc.asn.au]. Pres: 
Dave Moore 0432 152101 <dave.moore04@
googlemail.com>; Sec: Johannes Straub; Trs: 
Noel Bear 0425 801813 <Treasurer@mhgc.
asn.au>; SSO: Glenn Bachelor; Committee: 
Pete Cass, Neale Halsall & Glenn Bachelor. 
Meetings: 3rd Wed/month, Tower Hotel, 686 
Burwood Rd, Hawthorn East VIC 3123. 

North East Victoria Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 317, Bright VIC 3741. Pres: Andrew 
Horchner 0427 807516 <clearapm@gmail.
com>; Sec: Kieran Schultz 0468 941652 
<kdmschultz@hotmail.com>; Trs: Barb 
Scott 0408 844224 <scott.bj@gmail.com>; 
Committee: Bill Brooks; Pedram Shiary; Wally 
Arcidiacarno; SSO: Karl Texler 0428 385144; 
<brightvt@netc.net.au>. Meetings: [nevhgc-
members-forum@googlegroups.com].

Skyhigh Paragliding Club
[www.skyhighparagliding.org]. Pres: 
Peter Sapiej <pres@skyhighparagliding.
org.au>; V-Pres: David Laird <vp@
skyhighparagliding.org.au>; Trs: Beny 
Aycardo <tres@skyhighparagliding.org.au>; 
Sec: Garrath Evans <sec@skyhighparagliding.
org.au>; M’ship: Ab Husseini <mem@
skyhighparagliding.org.au>; Nov Rep: 
Allesandro Spina <nov@skyhighparagliding.
org.au>; Web: Romman Kudinoff <wm@
skyhighparagliding.org.au>; Merch: Javier 
Rebage <merchrep@skyhighparagliding.
org.au>; SSO: Matthew Hall 0418 517407. 
Meetings: 1st Wed/month 7:30pm Retreat 
Hotel, 226 Nicholson St, Abbotsford. No 
meeting in Nov or Jan.

Southern Microlight Club Inc.
[www.southernmicrolightclub.com.au]  
Pres: Tony Batson <president@southernmicro 
lightclub.com.au>; Sec: Steve Bell <secretary 
@southernmicrolightclub.com.au>; Trs:  
 

George Vassis <treasurer@southernmicrolight 
club.com.au>; Newsletter: Trevor Lane <trevor 
@teknological.com.au>; Web: Steve Bell 
<webmaster@southernmicrolightclub.com.au>.

Victorian Air Hogs
[http://groupspaces.com/AirHogs], Forum: 
[http://skypirates.freeforums.org/]. Club 
for WSM, PPG & PHG pilots. Contact: Bohdan 
Philippa <bohdan392@gmail.com>.

Western Victorian Hang GIiding Club
PO Box 92, Beaufort VIC 3373, [www.wvhgc. 
org]. Pres: Dean Bayley 0408 548651; V-Pres: 
Greg Beglehole 0408 335559 <greg@heating 
andcooling.com.au>; Sec: Phillip Campbell; Trs:  
Richard Carstairs 0409 066860 <rcarstairs@
optushome.com.au>; SSO: Rohan Holtkamp 
0408 678734 <rohan@dynamicflight.com.
au>; Site Committee Chairperson: Steve 
Norman; Committee: James Wynd, Will 
Faulkner. Meet ings: Last Sat/month, The 
Golden Age Hotel, Beaufort, 7pm.

Western Australia
Albany Hang Gliding & Paragliding Club
SSO: Simon Shuttleworth 0427 950556;  
Sec: John Middleweek 08 98412096, fax:  
08 98412096.

Cloudbase Paragliding Club Inc.
Secretary, 12 Hillside Crs, Maylands WA 
6051. Pres/SSO: Rod Merigan 0439 967971 
<rmerigan@paraglidewesternaustralia.com.
au>; V-Pres/SO: Gabriel Bressan <gabebres@
yahoo.com.au>; Sec/Trs: Colin Brown 
0407 700378 <cobrown@bigpond.com>. 
Meetings: Last Tues/month, 7:30pm, Osborne 
Park Bowling Club, Park St, Tuart Hill.

Goldfields Dust Devils Inc.
[www.dustdevils.itaustralia.org]. Pres/SSO 
Kalgoorlie: Murray Wood <muzel71@bigpond.
net.au>, 0427 328638; Trs: Phil Clarkson <phil.
clarkson@hotmail.com.au>, 0405 144475; 
Sec: Duncan Dekoning <chickendekoning@
hotmail.com>. SSO Perth: Mark Stokoe 
<wrx2002@iinet.net.au>, 0414 932461.

Hill Flyers Club Inc.
<hillflyersclub@gmail.com>. Pres/SSO: Rick  
Williams 0427 057961; Sec/SSO: Gary 
Bennett  0412 124264; Trs/SSO: David Long- 
man 08 93859469; SSO: Gavin Nicholls 0417 
690386, Mike Ipkendanz 0428 471806. 
Meetings held on site during club fly-ins at York.

WA Sky Pirates (PPG)
Pres: Mark Wild <mwild@gastech.com.au> 
0411 423923; Trs: Mark Hayton <mark.
hayton@riotinto.com> 0439 513465; 
Sec: Kevin Hatten <kevinhatten@bigpond.
com> 0419 845509; SSOs: Mark Wild 0411 
423923, Gordon McCabe 0407 776462.

Western Soarers 
PO Box 483, Mt Hawthorn WA 6915; [www.
westernsoarers.com]. Pres: Michael Duffy 
<wshgc@hgfa.asn.au>; V-Pres: Jason 
Kath <jkath@bigpond.net.au>; Sec: Cyril 
Eliopulos <wshgc@hgfa.asn.au>; Trs: 
Greg Lowry <g.lowry@iinet.net.au>; SSOs: 
Shaun Wallace, Gavin Nicholls, Matty Coull, 
Rick Williams, Michael Duffy. Meetings: 
See [http://au.groups.yahoo.com/group/
western_soarers/].

 

All correspondence, including 
changes of address, member- 
ship renewals, short term 
memberships, rating forms 
and other administrative 
matters should be sent to:

HGFA National Office
4c/60 Keilor Park Drive, Keilor East VIC 
3033, &➲ 03 93367155, fax: 03 93367177 
<office@hgfa.asn.au>, [www.hgfa.asn.au].

HGFA Operations Manager
Brett Coupland &➲ 0417 644633 <manager.
operations@hgfa.asn.au>.

HGFA Administrative Manager

Melinda Goullet & 03 9336 7155 <office@hgfa.
asn.au> <melinda.goullet@hgfa.asn.au>.

➲➲  For information about site ratings, sites 
and other local matters, contact the appro-
pri ate State asso ciations, region or club.

HGFA Committee  
of Management
Pres: Sun Nickerson <president@hgfa. 
asn.au> <sun.nickerson@hgfa.asn.au>  
&➲0466 399850.

V-Pres: Greg Lowry <vicepresident@hgfa.asn.au> 
&➲0400 759105.

Sec: Grant Cassar <secretary@hgfa.asn.au>.

Trs: Rick Williams <treasurer@hgfa.asn.au>.

Committee Members:

Alex Jones <alex.jones@hgfa.asn.au>.

Brian Webb <brian.webb@hgfa.asn.au>  
&➲0417 530972. 

John Twomey <john.twomey@hgfa.asn.au> 
&➲0419 892992.

Peter Allen <peter.allen@hgfa.asn.au>.

Committee: <committee@hgfa.asn.au>.

Regions
ACT HG & PG Association
[www.acthpa.org]. Pres: Terri Jewell 
<tjewell69@gmail.com> 0411 
236715; V-Pres: Geoff Robertson; 
Trs: Aimee Nizette <treasurer.
acthpa@gmail.com>; Sec: Kristina 
Smith <kdsmith71@gmail.com> 

0407 905554; Public Officer: Matthew Smith; 
Committee: Andrew Luton, Dave Hanna. 
Meetings: 1st Tue/month 7:30pm, except 
January, Canberra Labor Club, Weston Creek.

Hang Gliding Association of WA Inc.
PO Box 146, Midland, WA 6936 <hgawa@
hgfa.asn.au>. Pres: Peter South 0417 930142 
<ronwaysouth@yahoo.com.au>; V-Pres: 
Tom Marwick; Sec: Richard Breyley 0417 
986896 <richardbreyley@iinet.net.au>; Trs: 
Sam Clark; Club Reps: Simon Shuttleworth 
(Albany), Richard Breyley (Dust Devils), Mike 
Duffy (Western Soarers), Rick Williams (Hill 
Flyers), Aron Crowhurst (Non Club Rep).

NSW Hang Gliding & Paragliding Association
PO Box 1238, Baulkham Hills NSW 1755 
<executive@nswhpa.org>. Pres: Ralf Gittfried 
<president@nswhpa.org> 0466 566288; 
V-Pres/PO: Nir Eshed <Vice-President@
nswhpa.org> 0423 422494; Sec: Fred Crous 
<Secretary@nswhpa.org> 0425 227 075; 
Trs: Graeme Cran <treasurer@nswhpa.org> 
0487 205171; Committee: Brett Coupland,  
David Holmes, Tony Dennis, Chris Clements, 
Allan McMillan, Louis Klein, Michael Stott.

North Queensland State Association
PO Box 608, Kuranda QLD 4881. 
Pres: Daniel Keech 0427 888893 
<dkeech1@hotmail.com>; Sec/Trs:  
Tracey Hayes, PO Box 608, Kuranda QLD 4881,  
0418 963796 <info@azurephotography.
com>; PG rep: Brett Collier 0431 151150.

Queensland Hang Gliding Association
PO Box 61, Canungra QLD 4275. Pres: Kenneth  
Hill 0418 188655 <ken@hanggliding 
queensland.com>, Sec/Trs: Rod Stead 0428 
132215 <roderick.stead@rpsgroup.com.au>.

South Australian HG Association Inc
PO Box 6260, Hallifax St, Adelaide SA 5000 
<sahga.exec@gmail.com>. Pres: Peter Bolton 
0401 368736; V-Pres: Stuart McClure 0428 
100796; Sec/Trs: Robert Woodward 0408 
808436 (SA/NT State Rep); SSO (HG): Martin 
Sielaff 0408 834621, Helen 0427 656545; 
SSOs (PG): Adam Stott, Peter Allen; PG Rep: 
Mark Elston 0428 480820; SSO (PPG): Adrian 
Palfrey 0408 341181, M’ship: Dave Wilson, 
Sthn sites: Geoff Fisher; Nthn sites: Peter 
Bolton; ML: Garry Fimeri (SDFC) 0428 111249, 
Board member: Paul Kelley.

Tasmanian HG & PG Association
PO Box 268, Lindisfarne TAS 7015, [THPA.
org.au]. Pres: Ramon Brasnja 0419 652693 
<beatclepto@hotmail.com>; V-Pres: Keith 
Wales 0407 516845 <giligan42@hotmail.
co.uk>; Sec/Trs: Rob Steane 0418 146137 
<robsteane@netspace.net.au>.

Victorian HG & PG Association
PO Box 157, Northcote VIC 3070, [www.vhpa. 
org.au]. Pres: Rob Van Der Klooster 0408 335 
559 <president@vhpa.org.net>; Sec: Steve 
Norman 0407 250571 <secretary@vhpa.
org.net>; Trs: Peter Kemeny 0409 028165 
<treasurer@vhpa.org.net>; SO: Matthew 
Hall 0418 517407 <safetyofficer@vhpa.
org.net>; Site Dev: Adam Young 0422 383 
214 <adam@fibreopt.com.au>; Web: Jan 
Bennewitz 0423 139923 <jan.bennewitz@
gmail.com>; Committee: Romann Kudinoff 
0414 971533 <romann@kudinoff.com.au>, 
Michael Armstrong, Alister Johnson.–

New South Wales
Blue Mountains HG Club Inc.
190 Wyndham St, Alexandria, NSW 
2015 [bmhgc.blogspot.com]; Pres: 
Julian Andersen; Sec: Alexander Drew  
0423 696677 <revant01@yahoo.
com.au>; Trs: Michael Roelens 0406  
523841 <michael.roelens@gmail.

com>, 0407 814524; SSO: HG – Allan Bush 
0407 814524 <bethandallen@bigpond.
com>, PG – Che Golus 0429 432031 <chegolus 
@gmail.com>. Meetings: Contact President.

Central Coast Sky Surfers 
PO Box 3106, Bateau Bay NSW 2261, 
[www.centralcoastskysurfers.com]. Pres: 
Rod Burke 0401 923923 <president@
centralcoastskysurfers.com>; V-Pres/Sec: 
Javier Alvarez 0418 116681 <vicepresident@
centralcoastskysurfers.com> <secretary@
centralcoastskysurfers.com>; Trs: Phillip 
Wheen <treasurer@centralcoastskysurfers.
com>, SSOs: Javier Alvarez 0418 116681 
<mediacentralcoastskysurfers.com>, John 
Harriott 0412 442705<nationalparksliaison
centralcoastskysurfers.com>. Meetings: 1st 
Thu/month, 7:30pm, Erina Leagues Club, Ilya 
Ave, Erina. 

East Oz Microlight Club Inc.
PO Box 27, Morpeth NSW 2321. Pres: Raymond 
Sparkes 0433 917011; V-Pres: Andrew Swan 
0421 204695; Sec: Jeanette Sparkes 0404 
487802; Trs: Wayne Perry 0427 383803.

Illawarra Hang Gliding Club Inc.
27a Paterson Rd, Coalcliff NSW 2508. Pres: 
Frank Chetcuti 0418 252221 <chetcuti1 
 
 

@bigpond.com>; Sec: John Parsons; SSO: Tim 
Causer 0418 433665 <timcau@ozemail.com.au>.

Kosciusko Alpine Paragliding Club
[www.homestead.com/kapc]; Pres: Michael 
Porter 0415 920444 <porter.michael60@
gmail.com>; V-Pres/SSO: James Ryrie 0417 491 
150 <James@Micalago.com>; Sec: Mark Elston  
0428 480820 <elston.mark@gmail.com>.

Lake Macquarie Flyers Club Inc.
Pres: Stephen Robertson 0457 123102; 
V-Pres: Krizzo Becker 0420 479008; Sec/Trs: 
Paul Cox 0421 072897.

Manilla SkySailors Club Inc.
PO Box 1, Manilla NSW 2346, [www.mss.org. 
au]. Pres/SSO (PG): Godfrey Wenness 02 6785 
6545 <godfrey@flymanilla.com>, V-Pres/Sec/
Trs: Bob Smith 0428 317735 <bobskisan@gm 
ail.com>, SSOs: Mark Russell 0434 895185 (HG).

Mid North Coast Flyers Inc
470 Ocean Drive, Laurieton NSW 2443 [www.
midnorthcoastflyers.com.au] <mncflyers@
hotmail.com>. Pres: Daniel Rose 0411 897255; 
V-Pres: Murray Dawes 0487 177928, Sec: 
Phil Searle 0418 448645. Site info: SSO David 
Wainwright 0429 844961 or SSO Chris Rogers 
0407 918099.

Newcastle Hang Gliding Club
93 Wommara Ave, Belmont Nth NSW 2280; 
[www.nhgc.asn.au]. Pres: Ward Gunn 0414 
356588 <president@nhgc.asn.au>; V-Pres: 
Adriaan Mulder 0420 359863 <vicepresident@
nhgc.asn.au>; Sec: John Spencer 0432 112175 
<secretary@nhgc.asn.au>; Trs: Nicola 
Bowskill 0406 639298 <treasurer@nhgc.
asn.au>; SO (inland/coastal): Tony Barton 
0412 607815; News letter: <editor@nhgc.
asn.au>. Meetings: Last Wed/month 7:30pm  
South Newcastle RLC, Llewellyn St, Merewether.

Newcastle Paragliding Club
Pres: Neil Bright 0412 689067 <tojofly@
iprimus.com.au>; V-Pres: Andrew Dempsey 
0438 949373; Sec: Andrew Burchell 0403 
772563 <andrewburchell1@gmail.com>; Trs: 
Michael Johnson 0409 244049; SSO: Bob Lane 
0490 349441 <bob.lane55@hotmail.com>. 
Meetings: Last Tue/month, 7:30pm, Hexham 
Bowling Club.

Northern Beaches Hang Gliding Club Inc
Unit 8, 8 Parriwi Road, Mosman NSW 2088. 
Pres: Ray Firth 0425 314735 <rayfirth@gmail.
com>; V-Pres: Michael Lamb 0422 611318 
<lamykiwi@optusnet.com.au>; Sec: Gregory 
Evans 0422 688491 <evans100@optusnet.
com.au>; Trs: Alan Taylor 0434 882834 
<alan@2t4l.com>; SSO: Doug Sole 0412 
728959 <dougsole@optusnet.com.au>. 

Northern Rivers HG & PG Club
PO Box 126, Byron Bay NSW 2481; [www.
nrghpgc.net], <nrhgpgc@gmail.com>. Pres:  
Jan Devos 0438 645135 <janpauldevos@
googlemail.com>; V-Pres: Brian Rushton 0427 
615950 <byronair@optusnet.com.au>; Sec: 
Gavin Hartel <nrhgpgc@gmail.com>; Trs: 
James McEwan 0437 368999 <nrhgpgc@
gmail.com>; Sites: Col Rushton 0458 120010 
<colinrushton@upnet.com.au>; Council 
Liaison: Neil Mersham 0408 441742 <neil_
mersham@hotmail.com>; SSO (PG): Lindsay 
Wooten 0427 210993 <lindsaywootten@
bigpond.com>; SSO (HG): Andrew Polidano 

All clubs please check details in this section carefully
Could all clubs please ensure they maintain the correct and current details 
of their Executive Committees and contacts here in the magazine. Specific 
attention is directed to the listing of SSOs and SOs for the clubs. 

All clubs and nominated Senior SOs and SOs
Please confirm all SSO and SO appointments with the HGFA Office 
<office@hgfa.asn.au> to ensure that those holding these appointments 
have it listed on the Membership Database and can receive notices and 
correspondence as required. Appointment of these officers is required 

to be endorsed by clubs in writing on the appropriate forms. Sometime in the future if 
confirmation is not received, those listed in the database where no current forms or 
confirmation is held, the appointment will be taken as having expired.
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Rainbow Paragliding • APCO Australia
Offering the full range of APCO equipment

APCO Aviation three years/250 hours warranty  
for porosity. Gliders that are made to last unique  

in the industry. Customer service and 100% satisfaction 
guarantee. Test centre for APCO gliders 

<shop@paraglidingrainbow.com>
➲➲  Established since 1996, Rainbow Paragliding is based 

on the Sunshine Coast and Hinterland. The school 
has access to 25 sites and holds a permit to operate 
in the Cooloola National Park including Teewah and 
world famous Rain bow Beach. In the Sunshine State, 
we fly all year round, 60km cross-country flights 
have been achieved in winter!

➲➲  FULL LICENCE COURSE – Strictly only four stu dents per 
instructor, for quality personalised tui tion at your 
own pace, between eight to 10 days.

➲➲  REFRESHER COURSE – Groundhandling, top landing or 
asymmetric recovery techniques: Come learn with the 
experts.

➲➲  INTERMEDIATE, ADVANCED, TANDEM OR PARAMOTOR 
ENDORSEMENT – We have the sites, the weather and 
the knowledge. 

➲➲  SALES AND SERVICES – New and second-hand, trade-
in, maintenance and repairs.

➲➲  YOUR INSTRUCTORS: Jean-Luc Lejaille, CFI and senior 
safety officer, paramotor pioneer (first licence issue 
in Australia), over 5000 student days’ experience, 
instructing since 1995.

Jean-Luc Lejaille CFI 45192 
Rainbow Paragliding – APCO Australia

PO BOX 227, Rainbow Beach 4581

Ph: 07 5486 3048 – 0418 754 157 
Email: <info@paraglidingrainbow.com> 

[www.paraglidingrainbow.com]

PARAGLIDING CENTRE
We are based in Bright, NE Victoria, widely renowned as 
Australia’s best flying region. Bright has been host to 
numerous Australian & international competitions.
Feel confident that you are learning with the best, 
our CFI Fred Gungl (six times Australian Paragliding 
Champion) has been involved in paragliding since 1990 & 
instructing for over 10 years.

Courses
➲➲ Introductory & HGFA licence course
➲➲ Thermal & XC clinics for all levels
➲➲ SIV courses
➲➲ Tow courses
➲➲ XC tandem flights
➲➲ Equipment Sales

We are now conducting SIV courses.  
See website for details.

Dealer for all major glider manufacturers, Charly reserves, 
Insider helmets & various accessories.

Active Flight 
Fred Gungl, ph: 0428 854 455 

[www.activeflight.com.au]

Located only one hour north of Brisbane, SEQ Paragliding 
is the most active paragliding school in QLD, spending 
more days on site teaching than anyone else. Utilising 
both hill and tow launching, with sites both inland and 
coastal, gives us the widest range of usable weather 
and our student a very well rounded set of flying skills. 

We offer a number of services:
➲➲  Tandem paragliding experiences
➲➲ 3 day intro to paragliding course
➲➲ Full learn to paraglide course
➲➲ Paragliding refresher course
➲➲ Tow endorsement course
➲➲ Learn to thermal course
➲➲ SIV skills development course
➲➲ Acro training sessions

We only use and sell top quality  
high performance equipment.

For supply of all your flying needs and accessories  
check out our website:

[www.SEQParagliding.com] or  
Email <fly@SEQParagliding.com> 
Ph: 0417 619 167

QueenslandVictoria Queensland

Canungra Sky Sports
Gold Coast 

[www.canungraskysports.com.au]
Hang gliding & Paragliding School 

CFI: Lisa Bradley PG & HG

Contact: 
<info@canungraskysports.com.au> 

Phone: 0457 287 200

+
Capricorn Sky Sports

Rockhampton
Hang gliding & Paragliding School 

CFI: Lisa Bradley PG & HG

Contact: 
<lisa@extremeair.co.nz> 

Phone: 0457 287 200

Western Australia

Australia Wide Services

Certified Paraglider 
Repairer Testing & Repairs
➲➲  Comprehensive test- 

ing and repairs to  
all paragliders

➲➲  Fully equipped service 
and repair agents 
for: Advance, Aerodyne, 
Airwave, Bio-Air, Gin, Gradient, Mac Para, Niviuk, 
Nova, Ozone, Paratech, Sky, Skywalk, Swing, UP

➲➲  Full written report 
➲➲  Harness repair and modifications
➲➲  Certified Australasian Gradient Repair Centre
➲➲  Parachute repacking
➲➲  Orders taken from anywhere in Australia,  

New Zealand and Asia
➲➲  Prompt turnaround

Paragliding Repair Centre
93 Princess Ave, Torndirrup, Albany WA 6330

Mob: 0417 776550 
Email: <fly@waparagliding.com>

[www.waparagliding.com]

Professional Paragliding
➲➲ Tandem Introductory Flights
➲➲ Paragliding Courses and Certifications
➲➲ Pilot Development Clinics
➲➲ Free Introduction course
➲➲ Tandem Endorsements
➲➲ Sales and Service

Dealer for Swing Icom Bräuniger Icaro
Adventure Plus Paragliding Pty Ltd

Stanwell Park, Sydney Ph: 0412 271 404

<fly@adventureplusparagliding.com.au> 
[www.adventureplusparagliding.com.au]

New South Wales
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New South Wales

Poliglide Paragliding 
Specialising in  

Motorised Paragliding since 2001
➲➲ SIV, towing, confidence building specialist.
➲➲ HG to PG conversions.
➲➲ ➲Sales and service of paragliding and motorised 

paragliding equipment.
➲➲ ➲Sport and Exercise Science trained.

➲

Importer of Swing  FreshBreeze motors Crispi Boots 
gliders since 1999 since 2001 since 2001

Reseller of Flytec & Icom

www.poliglide.com.au
0428 666 843
Andrew Polidano CFI
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Calin Pava, Gary Stockton  
at Don Heads, Tasmania

Photo: Dave Luttrell
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Hang Gliders & Equipment
Skorpion RR harness, as new with only 3 hrs of flight time.  
Suit pilot 5’11” to 6’3” tall (180cm-190cm) – $1,950. 
Metamorfosi Conar HG20 parachute – $450. Flytec 4030 vario/
altimeter – $275. Millenium instrument pod (suit Flytec  
or Bräuniger vario with Garmin GPS76 series) – $125.  
Buy as a package for $2,600 (save $200). Contact: Andrew  
& 0409 454130 or <andrewg533@gmail.com>. 

Shark 156 in very good condition. I’ve had the glider for the 
past six years & have flown it less than 20 hrs. Can email 
photos – $700 ono. Located in Cairns, pick up preferred. Con-
tact: Wayne & 0418 775610 or <aaawayne@bigpond.com>.

General Classifieds
Kangook.com

The latest range of Kangook paramotors, Dudek Reflex 
paragliders, trikes, flight decks, spares & your reserve 
parachute equipment all on our website for your inspection 
with prices. Contact: Ron &➲0403 975041.

The HG & PG Handbook  
for Australian Pilots
A primer for Restricted, 

Intermediate & Advanced HG 
and PG theory exams. Now in an 

expanded 2nd edition.  
Up to date with the  

2015 HGFA Ops Manual.  
[www.tiliquabooks.com.au]

Concertina Bag
PARA SUPPLY/Cocoon3 concertina bag, PARA SUPPLY/Cocoon3 
concertina bag, PARA SUPPLY/Cocoon3 concertina bag, PARA 

SUPPLY/Cocoon3 concertina bag, [www.parasupply.com].

Press To Talk System
PARA SUPPLY/PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY/PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY/
PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY/PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY/PTT sys, PARA 

SUPPLY/PTT sys, [www.parasupply.com].

 

Classifieds are free of charge to private HGFA members up to a maximum of 40 words. One classified per person per issue 
will be accepted. Classifieds are to be delivered to the HGFA office for membership verification/payment by email <office@
hgfa.asn.au>, fax: 03 93367177 or post: 4c/60 Keilor Park Drive, Keilor East VIC 3033. The deadline is the 1st of the month, 
one month prior to pub li cation date. Submitted classifieds will run for one issue. For consecutive publication, re-sub mission 
of the classified must be made, no advance bookings. When submitting a classified, remember to include your contact details 
(for prospective buyers), your HGFA membership number (for verifi ca tion) and the State under which you would like the 
classified placed. (Note: The above does not apply to com mer cial operators. Instructors/Schools/Businesses may place multiple 
classified entries, but will be charged at commercial advertising rates. Commercial Calendar events are included under this ruling.)

Advertising Guidelines
All aircraft should be suitable for the intend ed use; this includes the skill level required for the specific aircraft being 
reflective of the pilot’s actual rating and experience. All members must adhere to the mainte nance requirements as 
contained in Section 9 of the Operations Manual and as provided by manufacturers. Secondhand equipment should 
always be inspected by an indepen dent person, an Instructor wherever possi ble. Advice should be sought as to the 
con di tion, airworthiness and suitability of the aircraft. It should include examination of mainte nance logs for the 
aircraft. It is unethical and a legally volatile situation for individuals to provide aircraft which are unsuitable for the 
skill level of the pilot, or aircraft that are unairworthy in any way.C
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Visiting Pilot Pre-paid (Blue) 
Membership – Policy Change

The HGFA Committee of Management passed  
a motion at its 4/2/2014 meeting that effects  

a change in policy regarding ‘Prepaid  
Visiting Pilot Membership’ applications. 

Motion Passed: That the HGFA remove  
Pre-Paid Visiting Membership Applications  

– commencing immediately.

Visiting Pilot Membership Applications  
are available as follows:

1. VPM Online Member Services available: 
   Go to [www.hgfa.asn.au] and select 

or
2.  Hard Copy > Forms are available from  

[hgfa.asn.au] website under ‘Forms’ and 
complete the following:

•  MEM-02 HGFA Visiting Pilot Membership 
Application

•  MEM-07 HGFA Release Assumption of Risk  
& Warning – Oct 2012

• I nclude a scanned copy of current credentials

HGFA Office Manager

HGFA Document  
Map System

HGFA Document Map Register has been 
developed to create a version control system 
for all HGFA Forms, Manuals, and Syllabus, 
which will allow all to view and access the 

HGFA documentation structure. Due to recent 
Entry Control Procedures placed by CASA,  

the HGFA Document Map will assist in meeting 
compliance obligations.

All current documents are available on  
the HGFA website on the ‘Forms’ page.

[www.hgfa.asn.au] – ‘Forms’ 
The objective is to ensure the correct  

Version Control is used at all times  
by members, HGFA Instructors and  

HGFA National Office. 

Current Version: v2.0 Oct 2012

HGFA Office Manager




